Immigration  Reform  Uproots  Gay  Latinos 


Lavender  Hill  Mob  p3  Japanese  performance  duo  P.7 


GayCommunityNews 


Vol.  14,  No.  35- 


(617)  426-4469 


©GCN,  1987 


March  22-28, 1987 


No  uncustomary  scene 

Activists  Demand 
End  to  Censorship 


1  Protesting  Customs  censorship,  Canadian  Consulate,  Boston, 
March  12. 

BOSTON  —  Two  dozen  activists,  protesting  the  seizure  of 
gay  and  lesbian  books  and  magazines  by  the  Canadian  Customs  Of¬ 
fice,  picketed  outside  the  Canadian  consulate’s  office  here  on 
March  12.  Activists  in  Washington  organized  a  simultaneous 
demonstration  near  the  Canadian  Embassy. 

According  to  protest  organizer  Jearld  Moldenhauer  of  Glad 
Day  Bookshops  of  Toronto  and  Boston,  the  chilly  weather  outside 
paralleled  the  reception  demonstrators  encountered  when  they  met 
briefly  with  Vice  Consul  Francois  LaRochelle.  “He  announced 
only  one  of  us  would  be  allowed  to  speak,  and  we  had  to  stay  in  the 
reception  area.  When  he  read  from  the  official  government 
response,  he  said  Customs  was  just  acting  in  accordance  with  the 
Criminal  Code.  There  was  no  [homophobic]  discrimination;  the 
books  were  just  obscene.” 

The  seizure  of  books  and  periodicals  has  escalated  in  Canada 
in  the  last  few  years.  In  January,  Glad  Day  Bookshop  in  Toronto 
took  the  Customs  Office  to  court  over  the  banning  of  The  Joy  of 
Gay  Sex.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  14,  No.  27).  A  decision  is  pending. 

— Gordon  Gottlieb 


Jearld  Moldenhauer  gets  icy  stare  from  Canadian  vice-consul 
Francois  La  Rochelle  (I.),  Boston  protest,  March  12. 


CDC  failed  to  spend  education  allottment 

Feds’  AIDS  Education 
Plan  Called  ‘Meaningless’ 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A 
March  16  Congressional  hearing 
on  the  federal  government’s  AIDS 
education  efforts  only  confirmed 
the  view  of  many  gay  activists  that 
this  administration  intends  to  do 
virtually  nothing  to  stop  the 
spread  of  the  disease.  Gil  Gerald, 
director  of  minority  affairs  for  the 
National  AIDS  Network  (NAN), 
who  testified  at  the  hearing,  com¬ 
mented  that  the  proceedings 
“clearly  showed  the  government 
was  not  up  to  the  task.” 

Following  the  hearing,  called  by 
Rep.  Ted  Weiss  (D-N.Y.),  the 
government  released  a  long- 
awaited  AIDS  education  plan.  It 
stresses  sexual  abstinence  and 
monogamy  as  preventative  meas¬ 
ures.  Jim  Gottlieb,  an  aide  to 
Weiss,  called  the  plan  “a  mean¬ 
ingless  document.”  Jeff  Levi,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF),  echoed  Gottlieb’s  sen¬ 
timents,  saying,  “They  still 
haven’t  come  to  terms  with  the 
magnitude  of  AIDS.” 

Among  the  eye-openers  at  the 
hearing  was  the  revelation  that  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC)  has  spent  almost  nothing  of 
its  Fiscal  year  ’87  allottment  for 


education.  According  to  Weiss 
aide  Gottlieb,  CDC  officials  claim¬ 
ed  they  expected  to  spend  $20 
million  of  the  $75  million  allotted 
by  the  time  the  fiscal  year  runs  out 
in  October.  But  questioning  by 
Weiss  made  it  clear  that  spending 
on  any  of  the  proposed  education 
projects  was  not  likely  until  the 
beginning  of  next  year. 

The  education  plan,  which  in¬ 
cludes  a  school  campaign,  public 
media  campaign,  and  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  national  clearing¬ 
house  on  AIDS,  represents  little  in 
the  way  of  new  initiatives.  Ac¬ 
tivists  were  critical  of  both  its 
“moralizing”  tone  and  of  the  fact 
that  it  does  not  target  any  pro¬ 
grams  at  IV  drug  users,  people  of 
color  or  at  gay  and  bisexual  men. 

In  his  testimony  at  the  hearing, 
NAN’s  Gerald  stressed  the  dispro¬ 
portionate  incidence  of  AIDS 
among  people  of  color  and  the 
need  for  targetted  programs.  He 
called  for  culturally-sensitive 
education  programs,  for  funding 
for  AIDS  organizations  working 
within  communities  of  color  — 
which  continue  to  be  the  poorest 
of  the  AIDS  organizations  —  and 
for  on-going  evaluation  of  the 
government’s  AIDS  education 


programs. 

Gerald  told  GCN  he  also  at¬ 
tempted  to  dispel  the  notion  that 
programs  aimed  at  IV  drug  users 
are  “one  and  the  same”  as  pro¬ 
grams  aimed  at  people  of  color. 
“There  is  no  one  risk  factor  for 
minorities,”  said  Gerald.  “It  has 
to  go  beyond  that.” 

Gerald  also  emphasized  the  fact 
that  AIDS  adds  a  heavy  burden  to 
people  of  color  who  are  already  at 
a  disadvantage  under  the  current 
discriminatory  health  system. 

NGLTF’s  Levi  said  he  was 
disturbed  that  language  about 
“safer  sex”  had  disappeared  from 
the  final  draft  of  the  education 
plan,  which  was  circulated  in 
earlier  drafts.  Apparently,  the 
U.S.  Education  Department  or 
other  top  administration  officials 
scrapped  the  “safer  sex”  language 
in  favor  of  the  plea  for  abstinence 
and  monogamy. 

Earlier  drafts  seen  by  Congres¬ 
sional  sources  also  included  a 
statement  condemning  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  people  with  AIDS. 
According  to  Levi,  the  Justice 
Department  was  instrumental  in 
removing  that  clause. 

—filed  from  Boston 


Immigration  Reform  Poses 
New  Threat  to  Gay  Latinos 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 
HOUSTON  —  Problems  rang¬ 
ing  from  discrimination  in  hiring 
to  paranoia  and  forced  dislocation 
are  resulting  from  the  Immigration 
Reform  and  Control  Act  (IRCA) 
of  1986,  which  will  officially  take 
effect  May  6,  1987.  Latinos/as 
who  are  gay  are  particualrly  sub¬ 
ject  to  harassment  under  the  new 
law  since  the  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  (INS)  is  em¬ 
powered  to  exclude  all  openly  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  people  from  seeking 
amnesty  in  the  United  States  and, 
under  current  law,  already  bars 
them  from  legally  crossing  the 
border.  With  the  added  spectre  of 
AIDS-related  discrimination, 
Latino  gay  people  who  have  feared 
job  loss  and/or  deportation  all 
along  are  reportedly  leaving 


border  areas  for  a  better  chance  of 
anonymity  in  California,  New 
York,  and  —  in  some  cases  — 
Canada. 

IRCA  provides  amnesty  for 
“aliens”  who  have  continuously 
resided  in  the  U.S.  since  January 
1,  1982.  However,  persons  who 
have  not  worked  steadily  during 
their  residence  or  do  not  have  the 
documentation  to  prove  it,  may  be 
excluded  from  amnesty  on  the 
grounds  they  are  a  burden  to  the 
state.  Also  excluded  under  the  pro¬ 
vision,  along  with  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  are  convicted  felons  and  any¬ 
one  with  three  or  more  misde¬ 
meanor  convictions. 

Although  IRCA  contains  a  “hu¬ 
manitarian  waiver”  provision  that 
some  activists  believe  can  be  suc- 


Boston  Globe  editorial  pushes  ‘ routine  ’  testing 

Does  Duke  Favor  Forced  Testing? 

R\!  trim  lA/oct  hoi  mar  * 


By  Kim  Westheimer 
I  think  part  of  the  problem  is  that 
Dukakis  has  isolated  himself  so 
much  from  the  gay  community 
that  he  doesn  7  have  enough  con¬ 
tact  with  people  who  could  give 
him  information  about  the  limits 
of  [HIV]  testing.  — Keven 
Cathcart,  director  of  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Advocates  and  Defenders. 

As  nearly  100  A  IDS  cases  a  day  are 
confirmed,  it  becomes  inevitable 
that  broad  segments  of  the  public 
are  going  to  have  to  be  tested  for 
AIDS — the  high-risk  groups  are 
already  well-known — on  terms 
that  are  acceptable. .. .  AIDS 
testing  must  somehow  be  expand¬ 
ed.  There  is  no  other  way  to  see 
where  the  slow  plague  of  AIDS  is 


moving  — Boston  Globe  editorial, 
March  14,  1987. 

BOSTON  —  For  the  past  two 
weeks  a  rumor  that  Governor 
Michael  Dukakis  is  in  favor  of 
mandatory  HIV  testing  has  been 
slowly  circulating  in  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community  here. 

A  recent  editorial  in  the  Boston 
Globe  gave  credibility  to  those 
people,  possibly  including 
Dukakis,  who  would  force  massive 
HIV  testing.  The  editorial  said 
HIV  testing  should  become 
widespread  for  couples  who  are 
getting  married,  pregnant  women 
and  college  students. 

Dukakis  and  the  Globe  were 
prime  movers  of  the  state’s  foster 


care  policy  which  restricts  lesbians 
and  gay  men  from  becoming  foster 
parents.  But  the  Globe,  and  to  a 
lesser  extent  Dukakis,  are  general¬ 
ly  known  for  sound  opinions 
regarding  AIDS.  In  the  past, 
Globe  editorials  have  chastised  the 
federal  government  for  lack  of 
AIDS  funding  and  supported  the 
rights  of  people  with  AIDS  to  con¬ 
tinue  working.  And  the  Dukakis 
adminstration  has  often  pointed  to 
the  state’s  level  of  AIDS  funding 
to  prove  that  Dukakis  is  not 
homophobic. 

Few  people  think  Dukakis  could 
get  away  with  mandating  HIV 
testing  for  any  population.  Op¬ 
position  to  mandatory  testing  was 
recently  overwhelmingly  expressed 


at  a  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
conference  (See  story  on  CDC, 
page  3).  If  Dukakis  decides  to  go 
against  these  recommendations,  he 
will  be  “seen  as  an  absolute  fool,” 
said  Larry  Kessler,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Boston’s  AIDS  Action 
Committee  (AAC). 

It  is  conceivable  that  Dukakis 
could  drum  up  considerable 
political  support  for  implementing 
so-called  “routine  testing.”  But 
routine  testing  may  be  nothing 
more  than  a  euphemism  for  forced 
testing  (see  story  on  CDC,  page  3). 

The  Globe  in  its  March  14 
editorial  calls  for  such  routine 
testing.  It  is  unclear  who  would  be 
tested  under  such  a  plan.  Would 
Continued  on  page  6 


cessfully  used  to  secure  amnesty 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men,  such 
waivers  are  at  the  discretion  of  the 
INS. 

According  to  Gail  Pendleton  of 
the  National  Lawyers  Guild  Na¬ 
tional  Immigration  Project,  ac¬ 
tivists  concerned  with  refugee 
rights  and  other  issues  related  to 
Central  America  fear  that  IRCA 
will  unleash  a  host  of  confusion 
regarding  proof  of  residency, 
employment,  social  security  num¬ 
bers,  etc.  For  example,  poor 
record-keeping  on  the  part  of  the 
Social  Security  Adminsitration 
could  cause  people  who  are  leg¬ 
itimately  entitled  to  work  to  lose 
their  jobs.  Or,  in  another  instance, 
if  a  person  pays  rent  directly  to  a 
roommate  or  relative  instead  of  to 
a  landlord,  they  may  not  have 
validation  to  prove  they’ve  been  in 
the  U.S.  since  before  1982. 

“The  main  problem,”  Pendle¬ 
ton  explained,  “is  the  anticipation 
of  discrimination.  There  are  a  lot 
of  rumors  going  around  in  Latino 
communities  about  what  is  going 
to  happen  to  people.  So  un¬ 
documented  people  are  running  to 
Canada  for  fear  of  immediate 
deportation.” 

An  earlier  report,  however,  that 
the  INS  will  require  HIV  antibody 
testing  of  all  amnesty  applicants  is 
inaccurate.  According  to  sources 
at  both  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Advocates  (NGRA)  and  the  of¬ 
fices  of  Congressman  Barney 
Frank  (D-Massachusetts),  the 
director  of  the  INS  office  in  El 
Paso,  Texas,  A1  Guigni,  made  an 
unfounded  remark  about  man¬ 
datory  testing  that  received 
widespread  newspaper  coverage. 
After  inquiries  by  Frank  and  other 
Continued  on  page  2 
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Marriage  license  applicants  at  issue 

Panel  Hears  Students’ 
Call  for  Forced  Testing 

By  Kim  Westheimer 


BOSTON  —  A  bill  filed  at  the 
request  of  a  high  school  law  club, 
which  would  mandate  HIV  an¬ 
tibody  testing  for  prospective  mar¬ 
riage  license  applicants,  was  heard 
by  the  Massachusetts  Legislative 
Judiciary  Committee  on  March 
11. 

Students  from  Cambridge 
Rindge  and  Latin  argued  that  since 
marriage  license  applicants  are  re¬ 
quired  to  take  syphilis  and  gonor¬ 
rhea  tests,  it  would  be  logical  to 
add  the  HIV  test  to  that  list. 
Testing  anti-body-positive  would 
not  prohibit  someone  from  getting 
married,  said  the  students,  but 
the  prospective  partner  would  be 
warned. 

Approximately  eight  students; 
their  advisor,  Anthony  Bruno, 
and  Nathaniel  Denman  testified  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  H3314.  State 
Rep.  Susan  Schur  (D-Newton), 
said  she  was  “alarmed  at  the 
adamance  of  the  testimony”  of  the 
students,  who  she  characterized  as 
being  to  the  “far  right”  in  their 
views.  The  students  seemed  to  be 

Immigration 

Continued  from  page  1 
concerned  gay  rights  proponents, 
INS  Commissioner  Allen  Nelson 
stated  that  Guigni’s  claim  was 
false  and  that  the  INS  has  not  call¬ 
ed  for  mandatory  HIV  antibody 
testing.  Benjamin  Schatz,  Director 
of  the  AIDS  Civil  Rights  Project  at 
NGRA,  explained  that  this  does 
not  preclude  the  possibility  that 
the  INS  may  push  for  health 
screening  in  the  future  since  cur¬ 
rent  laws  deny  the  entry  of  persons 
with  “dangerous  communicable 
diseases.”  It  is  suspected,  however, 
that  the  INS  will  be  pressured  to 
acknowledge  that  a  positive  HIV 
test  result  does  not  constitute  an 
AIDS  diagnosis. 

Also  untrue,  according  to  the 
INS’s  Nelson,  was  Guigni’s  recent 
statement  that  the  INS  necessarily 
excludes  prostitues,  communists 
and  members  of  “radical  fringe” 
groups.  Nonetheless,  long-time 
Houston  gay  activist  Ray  Hill 
maintains  that  the  INS  continues 
to  employ  the  barbarous  practice 
of  sending  refugees  back  to  strife- 
torn  regions  on  the  authority  of 
the  McCarran-Walter  Act,  a 
McCarthy-era  provision  allowing 
the  deportation,  in  Hill’s  words, 
of  “queers,  communists  and  some 
57  other  varieties  of  excludable 
people.” 


driven  more  by  extreme  fear  of 
AIDS  than  by  homophobia,  said 
Schur. 

After  the  hearing,  Schur 
discussed  the  disadvantages  of 
mandatory  HIV  testing  prior  to 
marriage  with  the  students.  While 
the  students  did  not  respond  to  her 
concerns  about  confidentiality  for 
those  who  are  tested,  she  said  the 
general  response  was,  “If  there 
were  some  bureaucratic  foul-ups 
—  so  what?  We’ll  be  saving 
thousands  of  lives.” 

Lesbian  lawayer  and  activist 
Katherine  Triantafillou  testified  in 
opposition.  Most  lesbian  and  gay 
activists,  members  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Health  and  others 
who  would  generally  testify  in  op¬ 
position  to  such  a  bill  were  not 
aware  of  the  hearing.  At  a  Health 
Care  Committee  hearing  held  the 
same  week  as  the  Judiciary  Com¬ 
mittee  hearing,  testimony  regard¬ 
ing  a  similar  bill  was  nearly 
unanimous  in  its  opposition.  The 
Health  Care  Committee  gave  the 
bill  it  reviewed  an  unfavorable 

Reform 

Hill’s  companion  of  six  years, 
Chilean  Patricio  Domingo  Bravo, 
fled  to  Canada  two  weeks  ago  to 
seek  refuge  with  other  exiled  fami¬ 
ly  members,  all  of  whom  face  pro¬ 
bable  assassination  if  sent  back  to 
Chile  —  they  were  supporters  of 
Allende  and  are  critics  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  U.S. -backed  Pinochet  re¬ 
gime.  Hill  explained  that  due  to  his 
high  visibility  as  a  gay  activist,  he 
and  his  lover  were  hounded  by  the 
INS  and  feared  that  Bravo  would 
be  deported  imminently.  Bravo 
was  able  to  slip  into  Canada  just  as 
the  INS  effectively  sealed  the 
border  to  Chileans.  Hill  believes 
that  a  sympathetic  gay  official 
helped  his  lover  through  at  the 
very  last  minute. 

Says  a  deeply  saddened  Hill, 
“The  only  justification  I  can  make 
for  any  civilization  left  in  this 
world  is  the  effort  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  I’m  coping  with  the  ser¬ 
ious  pain  of  a  government  forcing 
me  into  the  separation  of  my  rela¬ 
tionship.  I  resent  that  like  hell.” 

Currently,  Congressman  Frank 
is  attempting  to  get  a  bill  through 
the  legislature  that  would  drast¬ 
ically  overhaul  INS  regulations  in 
favor  of  more  humanitarian 
policies.  This  proposed  bill  calls 
for  the  repeal  of  the  McCarran- 


report.  (See  GCN,  Vol  14  No.  34) 

According  to  State  Reps. 
Augusto  Grace  (D-Burlington) 
and  Joseph  Mackey 
(D-Somerville),  both  of  whom  op¬ 
pose  the  students’  bill,  there  is  not 
much  support  for  H3314  by  the 
Judiciary  Committee.  But  Arline 
Isaacson,  co-chair  of  the 
Massachusetts  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Caucus,  said  she  did  not 
feel  confident  that  the  bill  would 
receive  an  unfavorable  report. 
Isaacson,  as  well  as  Health  Care 
Committee  member  Rep.  John 
McDonough  (D-Boston),  asked 
that  H3314  be  transferred  to  the 
Health  Care  Committee  where  it  is 
sure  to  receive  an  unfavorable 
report.  According  to  Grace,  the 
bill  is  likely  to  be  transferred  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  of  March  23. 

H3314  was  filed  by  Represen¬ 
tative  Charles  Flaherty 
(D-Cambridge)  at  the  request  of 
the  law  club.  Flaherty,  who  has 
not  taken  a  stand  on  the  bill,  was 
not  present  at  the  hearings. 


Walter  Act  and  would  thus  remove 
the  INS  stipulation  that  excludes 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  who  are 
categorized  under  the  Act  as  “sex¬ 
ual  deviants”  and/or  “undesir¬ 
able  psychopaths.” 

Hill  explained  that  until  such  a 
bill  passes,  the  McCarran-Walter 
Act  is  enforceable,  though  it  af¬ 
fects  some  areas  of  the  country  dif¬ 
ferently  than  others.  For  example, 
he  suspects  that  INS  harassment  is 
heavier  in  the  5th  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  region  (which  includes 
Texas)  because  of  a  precedent¬ 
setting  legal  case  in  which  British 
citizen  Richard  Longstaff  was  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  U.S.  on  the  basis 
of  the  McCarran-Walter  Act.  By 
contrast,  in  a  similar  case  in 
California  (the  9th  Circuit),  the 
Act  was  ruled  unconstitutional  as 
it  applies  to  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
and  hence  allowed  the  entry  of 
Carl  Hill,  also  British.  (Both  cases 
were  appealed  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  which  declined  to  hear 
either  case.) 

“Because  of  the  long  border  we 
have  with  Mexico,”  Hill  says,  “the 
Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  is  big  business  in  Texas.  A 
growth  industry.  They  sometimes 
get  volunteer  help  from  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan  and  other  wonderful 


Here,  there,  anywhere 

Watch  the  Duke 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

PORTLAND,  ME  —  Gover¬ 
nor  Michael  Dukakis  was 
greeted  by  lesbian  and  gay  pro¬ 
testers  in  two  states  —  just  a 
week  prior  to  his  announce¬ 
ment  that  he  will  run  for  presi¬ 
dent. 

Activists  in  Portland,  Maine 
and  Washington,  D.C. 
organized  demonstrations  to 
protest  Dukakis’  support  of 
Massachusetts’  foster  care 
policy  which  discriminates 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

On  March  15,  approximately 
35  people,  organized  by-  the 
Maine  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  (MLGPA), 
gathered  outside  of  a  celebra¬ 
tion  for  newly  elected 
Democratic  Congressperson 
Joe  Brennan.  Carrying  signs 
stating  everything  from 
“Foster  Equality”  to  “Duke 
you  make  us  puke,”  the 
demonstrators  handed  out 
“Foster  Equality”  buttons  and 
leaflets  to  those  entering  the 
event. 

Dukakis,  who  was  a  featured 
speaker,  had  to  walk  by  the 
crowd  in  order  to  enter  the 
celebration.  “His  facial  expres¬ 
sion  never  changed,”  said 
Diane  Ellis  of  MLGPA.  Ellis 
said  the  reason  for  the  rally  was 
not  so  much  to  inform  Dukakis 
of  their  displeasure  with  him, 
but  to  educate  Maine 


Democrats  regarding  Dukakis’ 
homophobia.  “Many  people 
didn’t  know  [about  Dukakis’ 
foster  care  policy],”  said  Ellis. 
She  added  that,  “[Although] 
some  were  very  hostile,  many 
people  took  the  leaflets.”  A 
number  also  wore  “Foster 
Equality”  buttons  inside  the 
event.  Overall,  reaction  to  the 
demonstrators  was  positive, 
said  Ellis. 

Demonstrators  in  D.C.  were 
met  with  a  cooler  reception 
when  they  picketed  outside  of  a 
Children’s  Defense  Fund  Con¬ 
ference  on  March  11.  Six  peo¬ 
ple  distributed  flyers  and  held 
“Foster  Equality”  signs  at  the 
conference  where  Dukakis  was 
a  key-note  speaker. 

“Most  people  didn’t  know 
who  Dukakis  was,  much  less 
about  his  foster  care  policy,” 
said  Sue  Hyde  of  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force. 
Hyde,  who  had  hoped 
members  of  the  defense  fund 
would  confront  Dukakis  about 
the  foster  care  policy,  said  peo¬ 
ple  were  reluctant  to  do  so. 
“Now  that  he’s  a  presidential 
candidate,  it  seems  like 
organizations  are  so  eager  to 
curry  his  favor  that  they  will 
overlook ..  .virulently  anti¬ 
child  policies  of  his,”  said 
Hyde. 

—filed  from  Boston 


civically-oriented  groups.  Posses 
work  with  the  INS  on  the  border 
—  it  gets  real  obscene. 

“We  literally  abuse  Hispanic 
immigrants  and  undocumented 
workers  in  this  country.  And  in 
this  state,  tremendously.  We  just 
heard  of  a  case  where  they  hired 
someone  to  work  for  nine  cents  a 
day.” 

Activists  believe  the  IRCA  will 
only  make  things  worse.  A  par¬ 
ticularly  odious  aspect  of  the  law 
places  a  responsibility  on  em¬ 
ployers  to  check  whether  job  ap¬ 
plicants  are  illegal  “aliens.”  After 
May  6,  employers  who  knowingly 
hire  people  without  amnesty  status 
will  face  civil  penalties.  A  first  of¬ 
fense  carries  a  $250-2,000  find  for 
every  “alien”  hired.  Fines  for  se¬ 
cond  and  third  offenses  can  reach 
$10,000  per  illegal  worker,  and 
employers  with  a  pattern  of  viola¬ 
tions  could  face  a  six-month 
prison  term. 

As  reported  in  a  recent  issue  of 
Houston’s  Montrose  Voice, 
discrimination  is  increasing  due  to 
employers’  interpretations  and 
fears  about  the  law.  Also  pro¬ 


blematic  is  that  some  illegal 
workers  are  prevented  from  taking 
available  jobs  for  fear  of  being 
caught  and  deported.  J.  David 
Zavala  of  a  Houson  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  Latino/a  group  explained  in 
the  article  that  people  are  losing 
their  jobs  and  experiencing  harass¬ 
ment  on  the  basis  of  appearance. 

“The  law  is  already  casting  suspi¬ 
cion  on  anyone  with  brown  skin  or 
an  accent,”  said  Zavala.  “People 
come  to  this  country  for  the  ‘Great 
Promise,’  which  just  isn’t  true  for 
Latinos.  It  might  be  true  for 
Czechoslovakian  or  Russian  de¬ 
fectors,  but  not  for  us,  America’s 
neighbors.” 

According  to  Hill,  “The  amnes¬ 
ty  law  doesn’t  happen  in  a 
vacuum,  it  happens  in  a  context  of 
existing  law.  People  who  are  gay, 
or  have  leftist  politics,  or  people 
whose  governments  are  friendly  to 
the  United  States  and  they’re  try¬ 
ing  to  escape  [from  their  country] 
—  the  amnesty  law  doesn’t  apply 
to  them  at  all.  Anyone  who  thinks 
this  is  some  kind  of  panacea  did 
not  read  the  literal  law.” 


News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“So  long  as  the  states  are  able  to  enact  statutes 
proscribing  activity  in  private  and  so  long  as  Florida 
has  a  law  on  the  books  under  which  consensual  sex¬ 
ual  activity  could  be  prosecuted,  then  I  think  there  is  a 
gaping  hole  in  our  rights. ...  I  want  to  plug  that  hole.” 

—Alan  Terl,  a  Florida  director  of 
the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union. 


the  heat’s  on  moakley 

BOSTON— U.S.  Rep.  John  Joseph  Moakley  is  under 
pressure  to  co-sponsor  a  national  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  bill. 

On  March  13,  three  lesbian  and  gay  activists  met 
with  the  Congressman,  who  represents  a  large  part  of 
Boston,  to  get  him  to  sign  onto  the  bill.  According  to 
Tony  Watson,  one  of  the  activists,  Moakley  was  most 
swayed  by  the  argument  that  the  legislation  is  need¬ 
ed  to  protect  potential  victims  of  anti-gay  or  -lesbian 
violence.  But  Moakley,  who  said  he  wanted  to  speak 
with  the  bill’s  other  Massachusetts  co-sponsors, 
made  no  firm  commitment.  Other  sponsors  include 
Barney  Frank,  Edward  Markey,  Gerry  Studds  and 
Chester  Atkins. 

Perhaps  a  barrage  of  phone  calls  or  letters  would 
also  help  Moakley  make  up  his  mind.  He  can  be  reach¬ 


ed  at  (617)  565-2920.  Letters  can  be  sent  to  221  Can¬ 
non  House  Office  Building,  Washington,  DC  20515. 

—Kim  Westheimer 


lesbian  seeks  homophobia-free 
workplace 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  Bay  Area  lesbian  feminist 
has  filed  suit  against  her  employer  here  for  allowing 
homophobic  harassment  to  occur,  according  to  So¬ 
journer.  Marty  Springer  charges  that  the  company  she 
works  for,  Everett  W.  Stark  and  Co.,  took  no  action 
when  she  reported  co-workers  had  gay-baited  her, 
and  had  accused  her  of  supporting  the  Ku  Klux  Klan 
and  of  “propositioning”  her  co-workers.  Springer 
claims  management  merely  told  her  to  be  "more 
tolerant”  of  others. 

The  San  Francisco  Human  Rights  Commission 
is  coordinating  Springer’s  case.  Bay  Area  feminists 
and  lesbian/gay  activists  have  set  up  a  legal  fund  and 
are  organizing  a  number  of  fundraisers  to  support 
Springer’s  defense.  For  more  information,  or  to  make 
contributions,  contact  Springer’s  attorney,  Ann 
Menasche,  at  (415)  665-6746,  945  Irving  St.,  S.F.,  CA 
94122. 

—Stephanie  Poggi 


A  memorial  service  for  James  G.  Gleason  will  be  held 
on  March  28  at  Emmanuel  Church,  15  Newbury 
Street.  All  are  invited  to  attend  the  service  which  will 
begin  at  3:00  p.m. 


news  notes  compiled  by  Stephanie  poggi 
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Battles  over  ‘ routine ’  testing ,  education ,  reproductive  rights  lie  ahead 


Mandatory  Testing  Is  Out,  But  What’s  In? 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 

ATLANTA  —  Gay  activists 
assessing  the  late  February  con¬ 
ference  on  mandatory  HIV  test¬ 
ing,  sponsored  by  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  (CDC),  say  they 
have  won  a  critical,  if  short-term 
victory.  The  event,  which  drew 
unexpectedly  large  numbers  of 
gay  activists  and  reporters  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  a  smattering  of  La  Rouche 
followers  and  anti-abortion  ac¬ 
tivists,  delivered  a  resounding  re¬ 
jection  to  forced  testing.  Public 
health  officials,  for  whom  the  con¬ 
ference  had  been  designed, 
vigorously  joined  the  near¬ 
consensus. 

Mandatory  testing  had  been 
proposed  by  the  CDC  for  pregnant 
women,  people  admitted  to  hos- 
pitajs  or  treated  for  sexually 
transmitted  diseases,  and  for  mar¬ 
riage  license  applicants. 

But  apart  from  mandatory 
testing,  there  was  little  agreement 
on  issues  taken  up  by  a  testing 
debate  turned  national  AIDS  con¬ 
ference. 

Gay  rights  activists  at  the  con¬ 
ference,  who  for  the  most  part 
banded  together,  offering  a  con¬ 
sensus  statement  and  holding  a 
joint  press  conference,  did  appear 
to  have  substantial,  albeit  general, 
support  for  a  number  of  key  pro¬ 
posals.  (See  story  this  page  on 
dissident  gay  activists  at  the  con¬ 
ference  and  lack  of  participation 
by  groups  representing  people  of 
color.)  Public  health  officials 
seemed  in  general  agreement  on 
the  activists’  call  for  federal 
legislation  protecting  people  from 
AIDS-related  discrimination,  a 
major  educational  push  on  AIDS, 
strict  confidentiality  of  test  results 
when  anonymous  testing  is  not 
feasible,  and  broader  availability 

of  testing  on  a  voluntary  basis  with 

appropriate  counseling  and  in¬ 
formed  consent. 

The  groups  who  signed  onto  the 
consensus  statement  included  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force  (NGLTF),  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU),  the 
National  Association  of  People 
with  AIDS  (NAPWA),  National 
Gay  Rights  Advocates  (NGRA), 
AIDS/ARC  Vigil,  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Council,  Concerned 
Republicans  for  Individual  Rights 
(CRIR),  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ad¬ 
vocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD), 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee 
(AAC)  of  Boston,  and  Gay  Men’s 
Health  Crisis  (GMHC)  of  New 
York. 

Despite  the  general  support,  ac¬ 
tivists  say  they  are  afraid  the 
Reagan  administration  will  not 
undertake  measures  that  may  be 
perceived  as  pro-gay. 

There  were,  in  fact,  plenty  of 
clear  indications  of  trouble  up  the 
road.  The  casual  discussions  of 
“routinely  testing”  certain 
populations  sounded  remarkably 
similar  to  “mandatory  testing.” 
The  virtues  of  anonymous  testing 
as  opposed  to  confidentiality  of 
test  results  also  seemed  lost  on 
many  public  health  officials.  Also 
looming  was  the  spectre  of  renew¬ 
ed  attacks  on  the  reproductive 
rights  of  women  who  tested  pos¬ 
itive  for  HIV. 

A  last-minute  statement  from 
the  White  House  was  also  disturb¬ 
ing,  if  predictable.  The  one-page 
memo  said  “education  should  en¬ 
courage  responsible  sexual  be¬ 
havior  —  based  on  fidelity,  com¬ 
mitment  and  maturity,  placing 
sexuality  within  the  context  of 
marriage.”  (See  story,  page  one, 
on  the  federal  government’s  AIDS 
education  plan.)  The  White  House 
statement  also  said  that  informa¬ 
tion  used  in  schools  “should  teach 
that  children  should  not  engage  in 
sex.” 

It  remains  to  be  seen  what 
recommendation,  if  any,  the  CDC 
will  make  on  any  of  these  issues, 
including  mandatory  testing. 
Results  from  the  conference  are 
currently  being  reviewed  by  CDC 


officials.  CDC  spokesperson 
Chuck  Ellis  would  only  say,  “It’s 
just  too  early  to  tell.” 

The  Good  News  First 

Despite  the  unknowns  and  fears 
of  repressive  policies,  many  of 
those  attending  the  conference  felt 
heartened  by  the  positive  response 
they  did  receive.  Nan  Hunter,  of 
the  ACLU’s  lesbian/gay  rights 
project  and  a  speaker  on  one  of  the 
panels,  told  GCN  many  public 
health  officials  agreed  with  her'ad- 
vocacy  of  civil  rights  protection 
for  people  with  AIDS.  She  said  she 
viewed  the  conference  as  an  op¬ 
portunity  “to  begin  a  major 
strategy  to  mobilize  public  health 
leaders  to  be  the  ones  asking  for 
this  kind  of  legislation.” 

Urvashi  Vaid  of  NGLTF,  who 
also  attended,  agreed.  She  noted, 
however,  that  many  officials  came 
out  in  favor  of  civil  rights  “only 
because  their  backs  were  up 
against  the  wall.”  But  now,  said 
Vaid,  “We  can  go  back  to  the 
legislators”  to  press  for  laws  with 
the  ammunition  from  the  con¬ 
ference. 

And  Now,  for  the  Bad 

A  majority  of  public  health  of¬ 
ficers  appeared  to  understand  and 
even  advocate  confidentiality  of 
HIV  test  results.  But,  warned 
many  activists,  confidentiality  of 
results,  where  the  person  tested 
must  often  rely  on  the  good  will  of 
medical  providers  and  enforce¬ 
ment  of  vague  state  laws,  is  not 
equivalent  to  anonymous  testing, 
where  persons  being  tested  are 
identified  only  by  number.  Gay  ac¬ 
tivists  at  the  conference,  therefore, 
pushed  for  anonymous  testing, 
while  some  public  health  officials 
favored  confidentiality  of  results. 

Among  the  most  troubling 
developments  at  the  two-day  event 
was  the  new  currency  of  the  term 
“routine  testing.”  Kevin  Cathcart 
of  GLAD,  who  attended  the  con¬ 
ference,  told  GCN,  “The  debate 
has  shifted  from  mandatory  versus 
voluntary  testing  to  talk  about 
‘routine.’  ”  He  said,  “It  sounds 
all  well  and  good  on  the  surface, 
but  the  problem  is  that  for  many 
people,  the  testing  will  be  involun¬ 
tary  because  people  will  not  have 
enough  information  or  exert 
enough  control  over  their 
doctors.” 

Michael  Callen,  a  founding 
member  of  NAPWA,  concurred. 
He  told  GCN  that  some  officials  at 
the  conference  seemed  focused  on 
the  “right  of  refusal”  rather  than 
the  right  of  informed  consent.  One 
of  the  panel  leaders,  Dr.  Franklin 
W.  Judson  of  the  Denver  Dept,  of 
Health  and  Hospitals,  said  he 
favored  an  aggressive  approach  in 
routinely  offering  testing. 
“Basically,”  said  Callen,  “Judson 
was  saying  ‘if  you’re  not  smart 
enough  or  pushy  enough,  then  we 
have  the  right  to  do  what  we  want 
to  you.’  ” 

Also  of  particular  concern  is  the 
preception  by  a  number  of  ac¬ 
tivists  that  AIDS-related  infringe¬ 
ments  on  reproductive  rights 
would  soon  become  all  too  com¬ 
monplace.  The  ACLU’s  Nan 
Hunter  said,  “The  danger  is  the 
impulse  toward  coercive  testing  of 
pregnant  women  and  [coercive 
abortion]  for  women  who  test  HIV 
positive.” 

Cathcart  commented  on  the  ap¬ 
pearance  at  the  conference  of  a 
group  of  anti-abortion  activists 
carrying  signs  that  read,  “Pro-testing 
is  pro-abortion.”  He  said 
that  given  the  dilemma  a  trend 
toward  abortion  poses  for  this  ad¬ 
ministration,  “sterilization  could 
be  coming  back  in  a  big  way.”  As 
Hunter  pointed  out,  “poor  wo¬ 
men  were  pretty  routinely  ster¬ 
ilized  in  the  ’70s,  with  an  over¬ 
whelming  impact  on  women  of 
color.” 

Cathcart  added  that  a  number 
of  people  at  the  conference,  in¬ 


cluding  some  reporters,  appeared 
“horrified”  that  some  antibody¬ 
positive  women,  who  are  estim¬ 
ated  to  have  approximately  a  30 
percent  chance  of  having  an 
antibody-positive  child,  would  not 
choose  to  abort.  “They’re  hor¬ 
rified,”  said  Cathcart,  “because  the 
vast  majority  of  women  who  have 
children  with  AIDS  are,  poor, 
Black  or  Hispanic.” 

Hunter  stressed  that  she  firmly 
believes  in  the  wide  availability  of 
HIV  testing  —  with  counselling, 
anonymity  and  informed  consent. 


“It’s  an  outrage  that  no  counsel¬ 
ling  for  testing  is  offered  in  family 
planning  centers.”  But,  she  con¬ 
tinued,  “one  cannot  help  but  be 
wary  of  the  history  of  government 
intervention  [in  the  form  of 
sterilization  abuse]  in  communities 
of  color.” 

Lastly,  while  public  officials’ 
response  to  pleas  for  education  in¬ 
itiatives  was  heartening  to  some, 
many  activists  remain  skeptical 
about  the  government’s  willing¬ 
ness  in  this  arena.  Vaid,  of 
NGLTF,  said  she  believes  “the 


momentum  for  education  is  great 
and  that  the  Surgeon  General  [C. 
Everett  Koop]  has  been  influen¬ 
tial”  in  a  positive  way.  But  other 
activists  were  less  hopeful.  Callen 
of  NAPWA  told  GCN,  “We  have 
not  come  very  far  very  fast.” 
Cathcart  added,  “Education  is 
still  the  area  of  greatest  failure.” 
He  said  there  was  little  substantive 
discussion  of  specific  programs 
and  that  the  “consensus  on  the 
need  for  education  may  not  be 
strong  enough”  to  get  results. 

—filed  from  Boston 
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Lavender  Hill  Protests 


CDC,  ‘Timid’  Gay  Groups 


By  Bob  Lederer 

ATLANTA  —  Angry  gay  voices  disrupted 
the  otherwise  orderly  proceedings  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  on  HIV  Antibody  Testing,  sponsored  by 
the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC)  in  Atlanta 
on  February  24-25.  Members  of  the  Lavender  Hill 
Mob  (LHM),  a  small  New  York  City  lesbian  and 
gay  direct-action  group,  maintained  a  vocal  role 
throughout  the  event,  condemning  the  CDC  and 
sharply  criticizing  the  more  established  les¬ 
bian/gay  and  AIDS  groups  present  for  timidity 
and  racism.  The  established  organizations,  in¬ 
cluding  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF)  and  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis  (GMHC), 
denied  the  charges  and  called  LHM’s  tactics  undu¬ 
ly  confrontational. 

LHM  attracted  substantial  national  TV  and 
press  coverage  through  costumes,  leaflets, 
testimony,  and  disruptions:  Calling  the  conference 
“a  hoax  and  a  cover-up  for  government  inaction,” 
the  LHM  said  in  a  statement,  “Instead  of  man¬ 
datory  testing,  the  conference  should  have  been 
devoted  to  exchanging  information  on  experimen¬ 
tal  drugs  and  safe  sex  education  that  can  save  peo¬ 
ple’s  lives.”  LHM  leaflets  bore  the  slogan  “Test 
drugs,  not  people”  and  labeled  the  CDC  the 
“Center  for  Detention  Camps.”  The  federal  agen¬ 
cy,  LHM  charged,  is  “under  the  control  of  Mor¬ 
mons  and  bigoted  right-wing  conservatives.” 

On  the  opening  day,  LHM  members  Michael 
Petrelis  and  Eric  Perez  dressed  as  gay  inmates  in 
Nazi  concentration  camps  with  pink  triangles  on 
their  gray  uniforms.  Although  the  conference  was 
not  explicitly  debating  quarantine,  an  LHM  state¬ 
ment  explained  that  “mandatory  testing  and  con¬ 
tact  tracing  are  the  first  steps  necessary  towards 
that  end.”  During  a  workshop  on  confidentiality, 
Petrelis,  a  28-year-old  Person  With  AIDS  (PWA), 
shouted  “Don’t  tell  me  it’s  not  possible  to  be 
rounded  up.  You  did  it  with  the  Japanese  in  World 
War  II  and  you  will  do  it  again  if  you  want  to.” 
Arguing  that  “there  is  no  such  thing  as  confident¬ 
iality,”  Petrelis  gave  the  example  that  his  Social 
Security  and  disability  files  clearly  indicated  that 
he  is  a  PWA. 

The  next  day,  as  CDC  Deputy  Director  Walter 
Dowdle  was  closing  the  conference,  LHM  mem¬ 
bers  unfurled  their  banner  in  front  of  him  and 
shouted,  “What  about  saving  people’s  lives?”  and 
“Where’s  the  ribavirin?”  Ribavirin  is  an  ex¬ 
perimental  drug  which  has  shown  some  promise  in 
treating  AIDS.  The  federal  government  has  yet  to 
approve  its  use,  and  some  PWAs  have  traveled  to 
Mexico  or  resorted  to  the  black  market  to  obtain 
it. 

Earlier,  LHM  interrupted  a  press  conference 
at  which  a  coalition  of  mainstream  lesbian/gay 
and  AIDS  groups  read  a  consensus  statement  on 
fighting  AIDS  [see  story  this  page].  LHM  member 
Petrelis  shouted,  “You’re  completely  out  of  touch 
with  our  anger,  with  what  the  gay  community  real¬ 
ly  wants.  What  you’re  doing  today  is  just  perpet¬ 
uating  this  farce.”  Bill  Bahlman,  another  LHM 
member,  added,  “You  should  be  screaming,  in¬ 
stead  of  pretending  this  is  rational.”  Urvashi  Vaid, 
publicity  director  of  the  NGLTF,  responded,  “I 
share  your  anger.  I  think  you  do  us  a  disservice  at¬ 
tacking  us  this  way. . ..  It’s  hard  for  me  to  be  on 
the  receiving  end.  We  just  express  things  different¬ 
ly.” 

Petrelis  also  accused  the  lesbian/gay  groups 
present  at  the  conference  of  not  representing 
Blacks  and  Latinos.  Black  LMH  member  Eric 
Perez  explained,  “The  mainstream  groups  are 
white,  middle-class,  male-dominated.  They  don’t 
deal  with  the  fact  that  the  primary  injustice  non¬ 
white  lesbians  and  gays  face  is  not  being  white. 
There’s  a  refusal  to  struggle  against  that  as  well  as 
homophobia.” 

NGLTF  Executive  Director  Jeff  Levi 
disagreed.  “These  people  are  totally  unfamiliar 
with  what  we  do.  The  minority  issue  has  been  con¬ 
sistently  raised  by  us  in  testimony,  press  statements 


and  proposals,”  Levi  said.  He  also  claimed  that 
the  LHM  was  all-white. 

Other  gay  spokespeople  had  different  react¬ 
ions.  Tim  Sweeney,  Associate  Executive  Director 
of  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis  (GMHC)  of  New 
York,  said,  “People  of  color  are  not  properly 
represented  and  don’t  get  the  services  they  need 
from  most  lesbian/gay  groups  and  services.  But  in 
addressing  mandatory  testing,  we  were  directly  ad¬ 
dressing  a  major  concern  of  women  of  color  — 
after  all,  who  are  the  major  clients  of  STD  and  pre¬ 
natal  clinics?”  Ben  Schatz,  Director  of  the  AIDS 
Civil  Rights  Project  of  National  Gay  Rights  Ad¬ 
vocates  (NGRA),  said,  “The  lack  of  Black  and 
Latino  representation  is  a  systematic  problem,  not 
only  in  lesbian/gay  organizations,  but  in  the  les¬ 
bian/gay  community  and  in  the  country  as  a 
whole.” 

According  to  LHM,  only  one  Third  World 
health  official,  a  Black  man  who  supported  man¬ 
datory  testing,  was  on  a  discussion  panel  in  Atlan¬ 
ta.  Although  a  majority  of  PWAs  in  rpost  major 
U.S.  cities  are  non-white,  no  representatives  of 
Third  World  AIDS  or  gay  groups  were  present  at 
the  conference.  Craig  Harris,  interim  chair  of  the 
National  Minority  AIDS  Council  and  a  AIDS  Pro¬ 
ject  coordinator  for  the  National  Coalition  of 
Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  said  he  was  not  notified 
in  advance  about  the  conference,  by  either  the 
CDC  or  other  gay  groups.  He  observed,  “It  is  un¬ 
fortunate  that  not  only  have  Black,  Latino  and 
Asian  AIDS  professionals  not  been  recognized  by 
the  CDC,  but  other  gay/lesbian  and  AIDS  ad¬ 
vocates  have  not  assisted  in  efforts  to  include 
them.”  Several  other  representatives  of  Third 
World  AIDS  groups  contacted  by  this  reporter 
also  said  they  were  not  contacted  in  advance  by 
either  the  CDC  or  other  gay  or  AIDS  groups.  Since 
they  were  not  at  the  proceedings, these  spokespeo¬ 
ple  declined  to  comment  on  the  LHM  charges. 

LHM’s  charges  of  timidity  by  gay  and  AIDS 
groups  in  fighting  for  gay  demands  also  evoked 
differing  responses.  Vaid  and  GMHC’s  Sweeney 
asserted  at  the  conference  that  six  years  of 
systematic  work  by  gay  and  AIDS  groups  had  been 
instrumental  in  defeating  mandatory  testing. 
However,  LHM’s  Perez  argued  that  massive  costs 
and  inevitible  resistance  by  “target  populations” 
made  the  proposal  unfeasible  and  thus,  a  false 
issue.  Further,  he  contended  that  these  groups 
avoided  public  advocacy  in  conference  work¬ 
shops,  while  privately  conferring  with  health  of 
ficials.  “They  went  there  to  shake  hands,  not  to 
shake  up,  to  be  good  boys  and  girls,”  Perez  charg¬ 
ed.  GMHC’s  Sweeney  defended  the  coalition. 
“We  worked  1 8  hours  a  day  there.  We  raised  issues 
successfully  and  did  a  lot  of  lobbying  with  public 
health  officials.  We  attempted  to  control  the  tenor 
of  debate  and  turn  the  issue  to  the  need  for  educa¬ 
tion.” 

LHM  also  charged  that  the  other  gay  groups 
present  excluded  them  from  strategy  sessions, 
statement-drafting,  and  press  conferences.  Levi 
confirmed  this,  saying,  “They  [LHM]  clearly  were 
there  to  disrupt  both  the  [CDC]  conference  and 
what  we  were  trying  to  do.  That  was  not  consistent 
with  our  strategy.” 

However,  Sweeney  of  GMHC,  a  group  cur¬ 
rently  under  fire  by  various  New  York  gay  activists 
for  alleged  political  timidity,  said,  “There’s  plenty 
of  room  for  different  strategies.  They  need  to 
respect  us  and  we  them.  But  we  need  to  be  sure  we 
channel  most  of  our  anger  outside,  not  turn  on 
each  other.  Sometimes  to  get  people’s  attention 
you  have  to  step  on  their  foot,  which  is  the 
Lavender  Hill  Mob’s  tactic.  But  then  there  needs 
to  be  a  group  that  can  engage  in  a  meaningful 
dialogue,  sometimes  quietly,  to  work  through  peo¬ 
ple’s  fears.”  NGRA’s  Schatz  said,  “I  think  there’s 
an  anger  in  the  gay  community  that  needs  to  be  ex¬ 
pressed.  They  played  a  different  role,  but  it’s  an 
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how  do  i  limit 
your  sexuality 


Community  Voices - 

GCN  Moving  Update 

(WE  NEED  YOU!) 

We  found  a  space!  It's  great:  wheelchair  accessible,  at  a  reasonable 
rent,  on  the  Orange  and  Green  lines,  and  in  a  building  with  other  good 
groups  (a  gay  theater  company,  an  advocacy  center  for  homeless  women, 
and  Local  26  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Workers'  Union).  As  of  March  30,  we 
will  be  at  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston  MA  02116.  (Make  a  note  of  it!)  It's 
between  Appleton  and  Chandler  Sts.  in  the  South  End.  Our  phone  number 
will  remain  the  same,  but  our  phones  will  be  out  of  service  Friday  March  27. 

We  need  your  help  to  fix  up  the  space  and  to  move.  Dates  to 
remember: 

Saf.  &  Sun.  March  21  &  22,  from  10  a.m.  on:  CLEANING/RENO¬ 
VATING  PARTY  at  62  Berkeley  St. 

Sat.  &  Sun.  March  28  &  29,  from  10  a.m.  on:  MOVING  PARTY  from 
167  Tremont  St.  to  62  Berkeley  St. 

We  need: 

•  painting  and  cleaning  supplies  and  building  materials  (or  leads  on  inex¬ 
pensive  supplies) 

•  music  and  food  for  both  weekends 

•  people  to  sweep,  paint,  move  light  boxes,  etc. 

•  carpenters 

•  someone  skilled  at  installing  a  water  air-conditioner  (for  the  typesetting 
machine) 

We  need  help  on  these  two  weekends,  and  before.  Please  call  and  sign 
up  for  whatever  you  can  do.  Remember,  we  are  your  community 
newspaper  and  we  need  your  help  to  make  it  through  this  move. 

And  last  but  not  least,  if  you  are  unable  to  appear  in  person  and  are  in 
a  position  to  donate  money,  you  will  receive  our  undying  (well,  long- 
lasting,  anyway)  gratitude.  This  move  is  costing  GCN  a  bundle,  at  a  time 
when  our  finances  are  already  extremely  tight.  You  can  send  donations  to: 
GCN  Move ,  167  Tremont  St,  Boston  MA  02111. 

Thank  you!!! 


defining  ‘new  radical  feminism’ 


Dear  GCN: 

I  write  in  response  to  Celeste  Friend’s  critique 
of  my  article  on  the  October  conference  at  Mount 
Holyoke  College  on  Feminism,  Sexuality  and 
Power.  In  her  article  Friend  makes  the  claim  that 
I  am  belittling  the  past  contributions  of  those 
who  espouse  what  1  called  the  “New  Radical 
Feminism.”  Let  me  hasten  to  say  that  my  use  of 
this  term  was  not  meant  to  imply  that  the 
feminists  who  spoke  against  s/m  at  the  Feminism 
Sexuality  and  Power  conference  were  recent  ar¬ 
rivals  on  the  political  scene.  What  I  did  mean  is 
that  their  politics  have  moved  a  long  way  from  the 
feminism  of  a  decade  ago,  and  I  would  further 
argue  that  it  bears  little  resemblance  to  what  most 
feminists  still  believe  today. 

The  New  Radical  Feminism,  unlike  the  old 
Radical  Feminism,  is  not  committed  to  improving 
the  range  of  life  choices  available  to  women. 
Where  New  Radical  Feminists  use  the  rhetoric  of 
choice  it  tends  to  be  in  the  context  of  asserting 
that  their  freedom  is  being  limited  by  other 
women’s  allegedly  politically  incorrect  sexual 
acts.  On  the  matter  of  reproductive  freedom, 
traditionally  one  of  the  central  “life  choice” 
issues  of  feminism,  some  New  Radical  Feminists 
are  now  saying  that  birth  control  is  simply 
another  prop  in  the  perpetuation  of  the  Patriar¬ 
chy  and  that  it  is  not  something  feminists  should 
work  for.  They  are  also  saying  explicitly  that 
issues  of  personal  freedom  should  play  no  part  in 
feminist  thinking  around  sexuality.  These  posi¬ 
tions  are  very  far  indeed  from  the  original  tenets 
of  Radical  Feminism,  and  that  is  why  I  continue, 
unapologetically,  to  refer  to  the  people  who 
champion  them  as  New  Radical  Feminists. 

Celeste  Friend’s  article  provides  a  good  exam¬ 
ple  of  one  of  the  least  appealing  aspects  of  the 
New  Radical  Feminism  —  its  irresponsible 
rhetorical  style.  Every  speech  and  every  piece  of 
writing  by  New  Radical  Feminists  on  the  issue  of 
s/m  contains  inflammatory  analogies  between  s/m 
and  Naziism  or  the  Holocaust.  At  the  Feminism, 
Sexuality  and  Power  conference,  Janice  Ray¬ 
mond,  Julia  Penelope,  and  Sheila  Jeffreys  all 
used  such  analogies,  either  in  their  talks  or  in 
discussion,  though  Friend  is  perhaps  right  to 
point  out  that  some  versions  were  (marginally) 
less  damaging  than  others.  In  its  zeal  to  press  this 
alleged  connection,  the  New  Radical  Feminist 
camp  shows  no  compunction  about  committing 
libel.  Celeste  Friend’s  own  grossly  distorted  story 
about  Pat  Califia,  which  GCN  should  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  check  before  printing,  is  a  case  in 
point.*  New  Radical  Feminists  also  routinely 
elevate  rumor  to  the  status  of  fact.  An  example  of 
this  is  the  folktale  about  the  lesbian  sado- 
masochist  allegedly  seen  participating  in  (some 
say  leading)  an  English  neo-Nazi  parade,  of 
which  differing  versions  have  turned  up  repeated¬ 
ly  in  New  Radical  Feminist  writing.  The  fact  that 
National  Front  attitudes  toward  homosexuality 
are  about  on  par  with  those  of  the  Reverend  Jerry 
Falwell  make  this  story  improbable,  to  say  the 
least,  but  this  small  point  does  not  seem  to  have 
occurred  to  the  New  Radical  Feminists.  The  at¬ 
tempt  to  identify  s/m  with  Naziism  is 
demagoguery  at  its  worst.  It  betrays  a  cavalier  at¬ 
titude  toward  the  truth,  a  distressing  lack  of 
knowledge  about  both  Nazi  ideology  and  the  real 


horror  of  the  Holocaust,  a  willingness  to 
manipulate  peoples’  emotions  for  particular 
ideological  ends,  and  a  woeful  lack  of  concern  for 
common  decency  in  dealing  with  people  with 
whom  one  disagrees  politically. 

In  one  respect  the  New  Radical  Feminists 
have  done  the  movement  a  service  by  continuing 
to  remind  us  of  the  ways  women  have  been  vic¬ 
timized  under  patriarchy.  They  are  hardly  alone 
in  this,  but  nevertheless  their  contribution  has 
been  real.  Janice  Raymond  is  one  of  the  people 
who  has  participated  strongly  in  that  effort,  and 
no  one  who  has  been  a  part  of  the  movement  in 
the  last  decade-and-a-half  can  fail  to  respect  her 
for  it. 

What  I  object  to  is  the  highly  selective  ap¬ 
proach  Raymond  and  other  New  Radical  Femin¬ 
ists  use  to  decide  which  types  of  victimization  are 
most  crucial  for  feminists  to  address.  The  truth  is 
that  purging  the  women’s  movement  of  s/m  and 
dildoes  just  doesn’t  speak  to  the  varieties  of  op¬ 
pression  most  women  in  America  or  the  rest  of 
the  world  are  experiencing  in  1987.  Nor  does  the 
removal  of  sexually  explicit  images  of  women 
from  the  media,  offensive  as  they  might  be.  We 
are  today  experiencing  a  wholesale  attack  on  the 
few  gains  that  women,  racial  minorities  and  les¬ 
bians  and  gays  have  made  in  the  last  twenty  years. 
Most  women  in  America,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
less  developed  nations,  have  experienced  severe 
diminutions  in  living  standards  and  access  to  em¬ 
ployment.  Swollen  military  budgets  and  the  new 
Conservatism  mean  not  only  that  we  are  less 
secure  than  ever,  but  that  programs  which  make  a 
real  difference  in  the  lives  of  millions  of  women, 
literacy  and  English  as  a  Second  Language  pro¬ 
grams,  women’s  shelters,  daycare,  welfare  ad¬ 
vocacy  and  legal  aid,  sex  education,  job  training 
programs  for  women,  displaced  homemaker  pro¬ 
grams,  have  all  been  cut  to  the  bone.  I  am  not  say¬ 
ing  such  programs  are  or  were  the  Revolution,  far 
from  it. 

What  1  am  saying  is  that  the  feminist  revolu¬ 
tionary  cannot  simply  ignore  the  issue  these  pro¬ 
grams  attempted,  however  inadequately,  to  ad¬ 
dress.  If  she  does  so  she  will  fall  into  the  same  in¬ 
sular,  generally  white,  middle-class  narrowness 
of  vision  which  has  plagued  the  movement  too 
often  in  the  past.  This  is  a  bad  historical  moment 
for  insularity,  whether  in  day-to-day  organizing 
or  with  respect  to  our  visions  of  the  future.  The 
New  Radical  Feminism’s  exaggerated  emphasis 
on  sexual  purity,  both  within  the  movement  and 
outside  it,  is  both  divisive  and  diversionary.  These 
issues  simply  cannot  form  the  basis  for  a  broad- 
based  women’s  movement  possessed  with  the 
firm  intention  of  changing  the  world  for  all 
women,  not  in  some  far-off  utopian  future  but 
starting  now. 

In  sisterhood, 

Margaret  Hunt 
Amherst,  MA 

* Coordinating  Editor's  note:  the  discussion  in 
Celeste  Friend’s  article  involving  Pat  Califia  was 
indeed  inaccurate.  Califia  was  never  arrested  or 
tried  for  any  crime  in  the  incident  described.  In 
fact,  Califia  was  assaulted,  and  her  assailants  ar¬ 
rested.  GCN  apologizes  for  printing  the  inac¬ 
curate  statement. 


Dear  GCN: 

In  response  to  Celeste  Friends’s  article  I’d  like 
to  know  if  radical  feminism  is  now  a  system  of 
religious  faith  with  universally  accepted  tenets 
such  as  the  belief  that  vaginal  penetration  results 
in  loss  of  ability  to  make  choices  and  therefore 
makes  one  unacceptable  for  membership  in  this 
bogus  organization. 

I  think  what  I  found  most  disturbing  about  Jef¬ 
freys’,  Penelope’s  and  Raymond’s  beliefs  was  the 
one  that  heterosexual/bisexual  women  should  be 
brought  out  of  their  ignorance  about  their  sex¬ 
uality  and  into  the  dubious  light  of  homosexual 
love/sexuality  as  an  intrinsically  clear,  well 
thought-out  choice.  I  just  do  not  see  myself  as  a 
poor  foolish  little  girl  who  needs  a  helping  hand 
from  these  self-designated  “guides”  out  of  my 
unfortunate,  wasted  life  where  my  sexual  energy, 
my  loving  power  could  be  best  directed  for  the 
good  of  womankind.  Am  I  blind?  Should  I  be 
languishing  for  the  gentle  caresses  of  other, 
recuperating,  abused  women  who,  like  myself, 
ought  to  be  drinking  in  the  manna  of  this  new, 
RIGHT,  creative  vision  of  sexual  (?)  expression 
for  women. 

I  give  Hunt  credit  and  support  for  her  gall  in 
designating  herself  a  radical  feminist!  It’s  like 
identifying  oneself  as  a  Catholic  lesbian:  the  les¬ 
bian  defines  Catholicism  in  a  new  way  by  coming 
out  as  both  Catholic  and  as  lesbian.  Most  likely 
she  does  not  subscribe  to  at  least  some  tenets  of 
the  Catholic  faith  but  she  still  says  she  identifies 
as  Catholic.  A  bold  move  indeed!  I  like  the  con¬ 
cept  of  defining  radical  feminism,  lesbianism  or 
one’s  faith  in  one’s  own  image  of  herself.  The 
philosophies  of  radical  feminism  and  of  feminism 
proper  need  human  beings  to  create  and  expand 
them  on  a  continuous  basis.  They  need  LIFE  and 
that  demands  re-examination,  inclusiveness  and 
elasticity  to  meet  the  test  of  progressive  minds  and 
thinking.  Patriarchal  limitations  and  oppression? 
Oppression  and  limitation  know  no  boundaries 
of  system  or  philosophy.  Within  this  so-called 
“radical”  feminism  that  Celeste  Friend  touts,  no 
one  should  be  permitted  to  have,  even  after  ex¬ 
amination  of  her  true  desires,  (and  who  says  you 
have  to  examine  anything?)  the  kind  of  sex  she 
prefers,  if  it  involves  S/M  or  penetration  of  any 
bodily  orifices  whether  it  be  homosex  or  hetero¬ 
sex.  I  call  this  oppressive  —  you’re  not  even  to 
dream  or  fantasize  about  these  things!  Are  we 
back  to  the  thought  police  again? 

I  will  offer  my  definition  of  radical  feminism: 
any  thinking  or  action  that  brings  power  from 
within  a  woman  for  her  best  interests  which  she 
alone  can  determine  for  herself.  What  a  woman 
determines  is  best  for  herself,  once  followed  by 
her,  becomes  a  step  forward  for  the  rest  of  us  in 
however  small  a  way. 

Of  course  society  conditions  all  of  us  and  I  see 
the  value  of  examining  this  conditioning  in 
oneself.  One  sort  of  conditioning  that  could  use 
some  scrutiny  is  the  habit  many  people  have 
developed  of  hearing  without  listening,  thinking 
and  questioning  —  a  conditioning  which  Friend, 
Jeffreys,  Penelope  and  Raymond  use  to  their  own 
ends.  Intelligent  hearing  has  generally  been 
discouraged  and  it  appears  to  me  that  anyone  who 
would  attack  someone  for  her  sexual  preferences, 
just  because  radical  feminism  says  it’s  intrinsical¬ 
ly  bad,  has  heard  without  due  process  of  thinking 
and  questioning.  First  she  does  herself  a  disser¬ 
vice  and  then  she  takes  this  mistake  and  an¬ 
nounces  it  as  Absolute  Truth  to  the  whole  world! 

About  the  term  “vanilla  sex,”  I  use  this  term  to 
describe  any  attempts  at  sexual  arousal  that,  for 
me,  would  be  unsuccessful.  I  use  it  at  other  times 
to  describe  the  kind  of  activity  that  women  who 
dislike  S/M  must  do  to  get  off!  Being  a  sado- 
masochist,  when  faced  with  vanilla  sexual  expres¬ 
sion  I  can  not  experience  arousal.  I’d  like  to  know 
how  anti-penetration  and  anti-S/M  advocates 
who  started  this  mud  slinging  in  the  first  place 
would  expect  women  who  like/need  this  kind  of 
sexual  activity  to  respond  to  them?  Quietly?  Sub¬ 
missively?  Without  question?  Yes,  sometimes 
women  probably  do  use  “vanilla  sex”  as  a 
derogatory  term  —  a  fitting  response  —  to  allega¬ 
tions  of  violence  and  abusive  behavior  towards 
women  when  their  sexuality  is  being  ‘  ‘discussed ,  ’  ’ 
or  trashed  is  more  to  the  point.  No  one  would 
venture  that  her  sexual  proclivities  are  right  for 
everyone  unless  she  was  too  ignorant  to  know  bet¬ 
ter  and  is  not  grounded  in  her  own  preferences. 

For  those  who  resent  the  use  of  the  term  vanilla 
to  name  the  kind  of  sex  they’re  into,  perhaps  they 
need  to  come  up  with  a  term  of  their  own  making 
instead  of  getting  up  in  arms  about  what  other 
people  call  it.  I  believe  the  original  reason  for  call¬ 
ing  non-S/M  sex  “vanilla”  was  to  describe  just 
that,  non-S/M  sex  which  for  S/Mers  just  isn’t  ex¬ 
citing.  Vanilla  covers  a  pretty  broad  area!  Need  I 
say  there  has  to  be  a  lot  of  sex  that  isn’t  S/M  that 
has  got  to  be  great  sex  for  those  who  do  it! 
Where’s  the  value  judgment  in  that? 

To  conclude,  I  just  want  to  know  how  it  is  that 
what  anyone  else  does  makes  someone  feel  the 
need  to  become  filled  with  rage?  Are  they  doing  it 
with  the  shades  up  next  door?  And  how  does  that 
limit  one’s  sexuality?  Are  you  so  fascinated  with 
what  they’re  doing  that  you  can’t  tear  yourself 
away?! 

Incredulously, 

E.J.  Redmond 
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Speaking  Out 


The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Center: 

A  Symbol  of  Our  Strength 

By  Laurie  Huber 


Is  there  one  place  in  Boston  where  a  lesbian  or  gay  group  can  rent  adequate  office 
and/or  meeting  space  in  an  affordable  and  supportive  environment? 

Is  there  one  place,  as  a  gay  person,  you  can  visit  to  find  information  about  your 
community?  Where  you  can  find  out  about  softball  or  volleyball  leagues,  political 
organizations,  or  even  information  about  a  neighborhood  you  may  consider  moving  to? 

Is  there  one  place  you  can  enter  and  feel  a  sense  of  belonging,  a  sense  of  community? 

There  isn’t  yet,  but  there  will  be:  The  Boston  Center  for  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Such  a  Center  is  long  overdue  here.  Centers  are  successful  elsewhere,  notably  in  Los 
Angeles,  Baltimore,  and  New  York  City.  According  to  an  article  in  the  Advocate  last  year, 
increased  gay  political  clout  in  these  communities  has  led  to  some  government  funding  of 
their  programs.  The  center  in  New  York  City  is  housed  in  a  former  Greenwich  Village  high 
school,  purchased  only  after  the  community  exerted  strong  pressure  on  Mayor  Koch.  The 
time  is  right  for  the  community  here  to  assert  itself,  to  further  strengthen  and  empower  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  by  establishing  a  center. 

The  benefits  of  a  Center  are  many  and  varied,  but  can  be  broken  down  into  two  basic 
categories,  practical  and  symbolic. 

On  the  practical  side,  one  of  the  most  obvious  benefits  is  financial:  for  those  tenant 
groups  joining  the  Center,  and  for  the  other  groups  using  the  Center’s  facilities  on  a  single 
use  basis.  The  Center  is  a  non-profit  corporation;  thus  the  space  offered  will  be  reasonably 
affordable  to  the  groups  involved.  Given  the  Boston  market,  the  prospect  of  such  a  space  is 
highly  desirable.  Rooms  for  banquets  and  social  events  will  also  be  available  on  an 
individual  basis,  again  with  lower  rates  than  general  commercial  establishments.  Groups 
using  the  Center  will  save  money. 

Information  to  the  community,  about  the  community,  is  better  shared  by  concentrating 
the  resources  of  the  community  in  the  Center.  Events  such  as  lectures,  meetings,  concerts 
and  readings,  any  and  all  events  of  interest  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  comunity,  can  be  held  at, 
and  publicized  through  the  Center.  Tenant  groups  have  the  opportunity  to  reach  out  and 
broaden  their  memberships  by  the  increased  exposure  to  the  community  through 
participation  in  the  Center. 

A  person  new  to  the  city,  or  to  the  community,  can  come  to  the  Center  to  learn  about 
his/her  new  environment,  to  learn  about  the  vitality,  and  diversity,  of  the  Boston  lesbian 
and  gay  community. 

As  much  as  financial  savings  and  accessibility  are  important,  the  symbolic  impact  of  the 
Center  is  even  more  pronounced. 

The  physical  structure  itself  of  the  Center  symbolizes  the  permanence  of  the  lesbian  and 


gay  population.  We  are  a  community,  and  are  determined  to  live  and  grow  in  peace.  With 
this  determination  comes  the  explicit  understanding  and  respect  of  power  associated  with 
such  a  community.  A  group  formalizes  itself  through  physical  space,  which  in  turn 
represents  the  group.  A  Center  will  formalize  our  community  within  the  society  at  large. 

It  is  a  time  when  foster  children  are  not  placed  in  caring  homes  due  to  prejudice.  It  is  a 
time  when  it  is  not  particularly  safe  to  walk  down  the  street  due  to  hatred.  It  is  a  time  for  the 
Center,  where  we  can  control  our  own  space.  And  we  have,  in  fact,  the  power  to  make  that 
space. 

Who  are  the  people  involved  in  making  this  space?  A  disparate  group  of  both  activists 
and  novices,  men  and  women  of  various  ages.  The  group  has  worked  almost  a  year  settling 
up  the  structure  of  the  organization.  The  incorportation  papers  have  been  filed  with  the 
Secretary  of  State.  Tax-exempt  status  will  soon  be  sought.  Questionnaires  to  prospective 
tenants  are  being  mailed. 

As  always,  more  help  is  needed.  If  you  are  interested  in  the  Center,  call  Dennis  Espisito 
at  267-1464,  or  Ann  Maguire  at  725-3307,  to  find  ways  you  can  help. 

The  purpose  of  the  Center,  as  stated  in  the  by-laws,  is  to  be  a  unifier  for  organizations 
and  individuals  in  greater  Boston’s  lesbian  and  gay  community.  As  a  non-profit 
corporation,  it  will  assist  in  the  provision  of  health,  education,  social,  cultural  and 
recreational  services  to  the  community.  In  order  to  best  serve  the  needs  of  the  community, 
the  Center  intends  at  all  times  to  encourage  participation  in  its  programs  of  people  from  all 
racial,  ethnic,  and  religious  groups,  and  from  all  economic  and  age  levels. 

With  your  help,  the  goals  can  be  accomplished,  and  the  Center  will  become  a  reality. 

Laurie  Huber  is  a  health  care  worker  and  the  vice-president  of  the  non-profit 
corporation  working  to  develop  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Center. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


Community  Voices - 

reject  judaism  as  a  prisoner  gay  image  nonproductive’ 


Dear  GCN: 

Last  February  a  letter  I  wrote  to  you  about  the 
Jewish  religion  (perverted  by  you  to  an  attack  on 
people  of  Jewish  ancestry)  and  sparked  a  lot  of 
sound  and  fury  in  your  letters  column. 

The  enclosed  article  from  last  Sunday’s  NYT 
[“Israeli  Women  Protest  Divorce  Laws,  Sunday, 
Feb.  8]  illustrates  perfectly  the  anti-feminist, 
misogynist  nature  of  the  Jewish  religion.  The  rab¬ 
binical  treatment  of  women  is  outrageous.  It  is 
difficult  to  see  how  such  a  religion  can  be  re¬ 
formed.  It  can  only  be  rejected.  And  by  so  saying, 
don’t  make  the  mistake  of  believing  that  I  am 
holding  a  brief  for  Paul.  To  the  devil  with  him, 
too! 

Emma  Whitby 
Philadelphia,  PA 


deseo  tener 
correspondencia 

Apreciados  Amigos: 

Deseo  que  por  medio  de  su  revista  sea 
publicado  un  anuncio  en  idioma  Espaflol,  deseo 
tener  correspondencia  con  jbvenes  de  su  pais,  en- 
tonces,  creo  que  el  mejor  medio  es  su  revista.  De 
antemano  les  pido  el  favor  de  fijar  un  precio  a  mi 
solicitud,  ya  que  en  “Spartacus”  no  aparece  el 
precio  o  valor  para  sacar  un  contacto. 

Me  agradara  tener  la  revista  de  ustedes,  pues 
estudio  Ingles  en  el  “Consejo  Britanico”;  primer 
nivel,  entonces  en  un  futuro  me  ayudard  mucho  a 
complementar  lo  aprendio.  Espero  que  no  sea  un 
dispendioso  y  molesto  deseo  el  mio,  les  ruego  me 
disculpen  por  n6  tratar  de  escribir  en  su  idioma, 
espero  tener  buena  suerte,  y  que  uno  de  ustedes 
sabrS  algo  de  Espaflol  para  responder  a  me  deseo. 

Tengo  30  aflos,  soy  publicista  y  vivo  en  la 
Capitalde  Colombia.  1.70  de  estatura,  cabellos 
negros,  amo  la  honestidad  y  la  lealtad  en  una 
relacibn  de  pareja.  Podria  hablarles  muchas  cosas 
de  mi,  espero  ustedes  me  contesten  y  asi  poder 
tener  la  alegria  de  escribirle  a  un  hombre  de  su 
pais. 

En  Bogota  no  hay  grupos  de  militancia  Gai, 
tampoco  revistas,  pero  si  algo  de  represibn  y  todo 
cuanto  tiene  que  ver  con  atropellos  de  la  policia. 
Etc. 

Bueno,  deseo  que  ustedes  me  consideren  como 
un  conocido,  si  desean  viajar  a  Suramerica  no 
olviden  que  podre  ayudarles  aqui,  he  incluso 
ofrecer  alojamiento. 

Espero  pronto  tener  noticias  de  ustedes,  Aten- 
tamente; 

Sven  G6mez  Rodriguez 
Apartado  A6reo  56457 
Bogota,  D.E. 

COLOMBIA 


and  a  lawyer 

Dear  GCN: 

As  a  prisoner  I  would  like  to  thank  you  for  the 
space  you  give  lesbian  and  gay  prisoners  in  your 
paper.  And  as  a  former  criminal  attorney  and 
someone  who  has  helped  other  inmates  for  24 
years  now,  I  realize  the  need  for  education  of 
prisoners  in  self-help  pro  se  litigation,  as  most  are 
indigent  and  unable  to  proceed  in  post-conviction 
and  civil  rights  issues.  Most  organizations  (in¬ 
cluding  the  ACLU)  will  not  take  on  individual 
cases,  only  class  actions  against  prison  systems. 

We  need  a  publication  such  as  the  Prison 
Monitor  used  to  be,  before  it  went  out  of 
business,  to  supply  prisoners  with  actual  copies  of 
cases  which  have  been  won. 

I  have  won  259  cases,  including  two  Supreme 
Court  decisions,  and  would  be  glad  to  offer  my 
knowledge  to  other  prisoners  who  have  questions 
about  pro  se  litigation. 

Thanks  GCN.  You’re  great. 

Philip  Twiddy 
09718-056 
Box  4000 

Springfield,  MO  65808 

l Prisoner  Project  note:  We’ve  had  irregular  ex¬ 
perience  with  prisoners  helping  each  other. 
Often,  just  as  a  prisoner,  or  GCN for  that  matter, 
gets  to  be  ‘effective’  in  fighting  the  system,  that 
prison  cuts  off  communication.  Still,  we  en¬ 
courage  this  mutual  help;  just  don  ’tsend  out  your 
only  copy  of  your  materials,  and  be  ready  for 
possible  ‘arbitrary’  interruptions  in  communica¬ 
tion.  Write  directly  to  Philip,  not  to  GCN.  Good 
Luck!] 

maybe  now  i  can 
come  out  in  mind 

Dear  GCN: 

1  have  received  your  sample  and  have  showed  it 
to  several  of  the  girls  here  and  we’d  all  appreciate 
more  of  them. 

I  also  would  like  to  know  if  there’s  a  place  in  In¬ 
dianapolis  here  that  publishes  views  as  you  do. 
For  when  I  get  out,  I  would  like  to  help  out  in 
order  to  show  how  grateful  I  am  for  this  GCN. 

Maybe  now  I  can  come  out  into  the  open  and 
stop  hiding  behind  closed  doors  as  well  as  mind. 

I’m  seeking  a  penpal  if  possible.  I  like  fishing, 
camping  out,  open  fires  as  well  as  fireplaces, 
reading,  music,  dining,  crochet  and  cooking. 
Please  send  SASE  if  possible.  I  would  like  to  hear 
form  women  that  are  gay  in  prisons  and  on  the 
street. 

Yours  truly, 

Ruth  Johnson 
865234  1WP-IDOC 
401  N.  Randolph 
Indianapolis,  IN  46201 


Dear  GCN: 

I  was  charged  back  in  June  for  ‘sexual  miscon¬ 
duct’  and  was  locked  up,  past  the  official  time, 
because  they  say  1  am  not  a  productive  citizen  of 
this  prison  for  my  being  gay. 

I  am  a  feminine  type  of  gay.  I  am  a  ‘girl’  and 
live  my  life  in  that  manner.  I  enclose  a  threatening 
letter  I  got  from  the  administration  last  week.  Is 
this  fair?  There’s  nothing  wrong  with  what  I  do.  I 
push  it  on  no  one.  But  still  the  harassment  keeps 
coming  up  and  I  am  tired  of  it!  There  are  only  a 
few  of  us  here.  A  lot  of  closet  cases,  though! 
Keep  warm!  (Please  write!) 

Kyle  Edmiston 
Box  400-  13695 
Rawlins,  WY  82301 

[Prisoner  Project  selections  from  Kyle’s  'State  of 
Wyoming  Memorandum’]  “The  Warden’s  office 
received  your  grievance  regarding  ear  rings.  It  is 
answered  as  follows: 

(l)  You  promised  that  you  would  avoid  homosex¬ 
ual  encounters  [Kyle  notes  in  the  margin:  I  have 
not  been  involved  in  actual  sexual  misconduct, 
just  my  feminine  image] 


(2)  You ’ve  admitted  to  making  your  own  makeup 
so  you  can  ‘shadow’ your  eyes  [Kyle:  Yes,  /  wear 
makeup] 

(3)  Your  earrings  are  totally  feminine  and  serve  to 
accentuate  the  image  you  try  to  promote; 

(4)  Earrings  are  tolerated  provided  that  are  not 
unusually  feminine  and  hang  from  the  ear  along 
the  face.  Your  earrings  are  very  long  and  not  only 
are  they  overly  feminine  but  they  serve  as  a  safety 
hazard  should  someone  pull  on  them. 

You  are  promoting  the  homosexual  role  and  if 
you  continue  to  do  so  I  will  have  no  choice  but  to 
discipline  you.  Your  grievance  is  dismissed.  The 
Warden.  ’’ 


GCN  prints  all  letters  to  the  editor  except 
personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  letters  sent 
elsewhere  are  only  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  Letters  should  be  TYPED  and 
DOUBLESPACED  and  limited  to  five  typed 
pages.  Send  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


GCN  JOB  OPENING 

FEATURES  EDITOR 

Recruit  and  sustain  pool  of  volunteer  writers.  Assign  and  edit  weekly  feature 
articles  and  calendar,  and  monthly  book  review.  Assist  in  design  of  features 
pages;  responsible  for  lay-out  of  features  pages.  Requires  writing  and  editing 
experience,  strong  verbal,  organizational  and  interpersonal  skills,  and  abili¬ 
ty  to  work  with  deadlinesAay-out  experience  helpful.  Application  deadline: 
March  27. 

Positions  require  familiarity  with  gay  and  lesbian  community;  commit¬ 
ment  to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  and  collective 
decision-making;  and  an  awareness  of  class  issues. 

All  GCN  staff  members  receive  $1 80/week  plus  4  weeks  paid  vacation, 
complete  health/life  insurance  and  sick  leave.  GCN  also  offers  staff 
members  a  flexible,  non-hierarchical  work  setting,  with  room  for  in¬ 
dependence  and  innovation. 

GCN  strives  for  a  multi-racial  staff  and  board,  and  for  equal  representation  of  dykes 
and  fags.  Currently  our  staff  is  all  white,  with  two  men,  six  women,  and  two  posi¬ 
tions  unfilled.  Our  board  is  comprised  of  two  men  of  color,  two  white  men  and  four 
white  women. 
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FORUM  ON  U.S.  IMMIGRATION 
LAWS  AND  PRACTICES 
APPLIED  TO  GAYS  AND  LESBIANS 

Sponsored  by 

Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Advocates  &  Defenders 

at 

U  MASS  Boston-Park  Sq.  Campus 
250  Stuart  St. 

Room  222 

on 

Friday  APRIL  3,  1987 
from  7:30  to  9:30PM 

Topics  include: 

•  New  Immigration  Reform  Regulations 
•  Exclusionary  Regulations 
•  Applying  for  a  Green  Card 


Dukakis  on  HIV  Testing 

Continued  from  page  1 


routine  testing  include  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  HIV  test  to 
every  college  student  in  his  or  her 
pre-college  physical?  And  would 
the  students  be  counselled  on  the 
meaning  of  such  a  test  prior  to  the 
test,  or  will  the  fact  that  they  are 
being  tested  for  HIV  antibodies  be 
buried  in  small  print  at  the  bottom 
of  a  “consent”  form?  The  Globe 
states  that  the  test  should  be 
“anonymous.”  What  kind  of  con¬ 
fidentiality  could  be  guaranteed  if 
testing  were  to  become  so 
widespread? 

While  the  Dukakis  opinion  on 
HIV  testing  is  only  rumored,  a 
source  who  asked  not  to  be  iden¬ 
tified  told  GCN  that  someone  in 
the  state  administration  “who 
would  know  such  things”  leaked 
the  information. 

Kessler  is  aware  of  the  rumor 
which  he  said  is  “based  on  some 
personal  questions  [Dukakis]  rais¬ 
ed  ”  in  a  meeting.  Dukakis  asked 
something  to  the  effect  of  “should 
we  be  thinking  about  mandatory 
testing  as  a  way  of  curbing  the 
spread  of  AIDS?”  said  Kessler. 

Kessler  said  he  is  confident  that 
Dukakis,  who  has  recently  an¬ 
nounced  his  presidential  can¬ 
didacy,  will  not  attempt  to  in¬ 
stitute  mandatory  testing.  He’s 
been  reminded  that  he  signed  a  bill 
against  mandatory  HIV  testing, 


said  Kessler.  The  bill,  passed  by 
the  State  Legislature  last  year,  pro¬ 
hibits  testing  by  employers. 

Kevin  Cathcart,  director  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  De¬ 
fenders  (GLAD),  said  he  has  heard 
“alarming  reports  from  people  in 
the  administration  that  the  gover¬ 
nor  favors  mandatory  testing.” 
While  Cathcart  does  not  think 
such  testing  could  go  into  effect  in 
Massachusetts  due  to  a  strong 
Department  of  Public  Health,  he 
expressed  concern  about  “what 
position  [Dukakis]  will  take  on  the 
campaign  trail.”  “I  worry  what 
he’s  going  to  say  in  other  states 
where  there  aren’t  good  public 
health  officials,”  said  Cathcart. 
“If  [the  rumor]  is  true,  it  makes 
me  nervous.  It’s  another  one  of 
those  areas  where  [Dukakis’]  per¬ 
sonal  views  are  not  well  informed 
by  fact.”  Rather,  such  a  position  is 
informed  by  a  combination  of 
“homophobia  and  quick  reac¬ 
tions,”  said  Cathcart. 

The  Department  of  Public 
Health  (DPH)  is  opposed  to 
routine  or  mandatory  testing,  ac¬ 
cording  to  John  Stobeirski, 
spokesperson  for  the  department. 
“The  test  has  such  grave  implica¬ 
tions  that  the  DPH  strenuously 
urges  that  it  be  accompanied  by 
counseling,”  said  Stobeirski. 
“That  would  be  difficult  to  ac¬ 


complish  with  routine  testing.” 
Stobeirski  said  the  DPH  recog¬ 
nizes  the  benefits  of  increasing  the 
availability  of  HIV  testing,  which, 
he  said,  differs  from  routine 
testing. 

Dukakis’  press  secretary,  Jim 
Dorsey,  did  not  return  GCbTs 
calls. 

Lavender 

Continued  from  page  3 

important  role.  That  doesn’t  mean 
I  agree  with  everything  they  did.” 

The  LHM  has  been  active 
since  the  fall  of  1986.  The  group 
was  formed  primarily  by  present 
or  former  members  of  other 
organizations,  such  as  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance  Against  Defama¬ 
tion  (GLAAD)  and  the  Coalition 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
(CLGR),  who  wanted  to  escalate 
the  level  of  lesbian/gay  protest. 
Among  their  past  activities  have 
been  disruptions  of  a  dinner  for 
political  and  church  officials,  a 
service  by  anti-gay  Archbishop 
John  J.  O’Connor,  a  forum  at 
which  New  York  Times  represen¬ 
tatives  spoke  about  balanced 
reporting,  and  sit-ins  at  the  offices 
of  New  York  Senators  Alfonse 
D’Amato  and  Daniel  Patrick 
Moynihan. 

—filed  from  New  York 
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Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  fourteenth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  big 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 
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“ Frank  Chickens  ”  raps  about  race  and  culture 

Japanese  Feminists  Perform 


Frank  Chickens,  a  performance 
duo.  Asian  Women  in  Two 
Worlds  conference,  MIT,  Cam¬ 
bridge.  March  14. 

By  Ramelle 

“Frank  Chickens’’  is  two 
Japanese  women  who  live  in 
England  and  do  a  music/theater/ 
dance  performance.  Their  music  is 
a  combination  of  English  punk, 
African,  and  disco,  but  the  main 
of  it  is  based  on  the  Japanese 
popular  style,  infused  with  strong 
rhythm  and  percussion. 

Leftist  political  issues  and  wry 
commentary  on  life  in  general 
form  the  bulk  of  their  perfor¬ 
mance’s  content.  They  used  taped 
accompaniment  (from  a  “box”) 
and  sang  while  they  danced.  The 
Chickens  contrasted  quick  flow¬ 
ing  motions  with  a  sharper, 
stronger  dance  style  taken  from 
punk  and  disco. 

Frank  Chickens  performed  a 
piece  about  racism  against 
Japanese  people:  a  line,  “Why 
don’t  you  look  me  in  the  eye” 
with  the  two  dancers  staring 
straight  ahead,  was  very  compell¬ 
ing.  “Sacred  Marriage”  satirized 
the  process  of  choosing  a 
“suitable  man”  and  the  institu¬ 
tion  of  marriage  as  giving  women 
a  place  in  society  and  material 
comforts;  it  also  touched  on  -the 
fact  that  people  sometimes  marry 
for  immigrant  or  resident  status. 

“Two  Little  Ladies”  described 
two  women  who  “ran  off 
together,’’  “wanted  to  go 
further,”  “to  be  with  each 
other.”  Feminists  could  have  pro¬ 
blems  with  lesbians  being  describ¬ 
ed  as  “two  little  ladies,”  but  the 
song  does  present  women  who 
chose  to  radically  change  their 
lives  to  be  together. 


Frank  Chickens  also  did  several 
peices  with  a  more  Japanese  orien¬ 
tation:  “Mossimya,”  a  song  and 
dance  about  the  moth  monster 
featured  in  Japanese  monster 
movies;  “Japanese  Girl,”  a 
popular  Japanese  love  song  with 
slides  of  Japan  and  a 
melodramatic,  spoken  love  story 
which  broke  into  song  on  the  line 
“I’m  a  Japanese  girl,  I’m  inno¬ 
cent”;  and  “Street  Angels,”  a 
song  about  Japanese  kids  dancing 
in  the  streets. 

A  strong  thread  through  the 
Chickens’  show  was  the  awareness 
of  racism  directed  against 
Japanese  people,  especially  in  in¬ 
dividual’s  attitudes.  The  women 
made  alot  of  satirical/funny  com¬ 
ments  during  their  ongoing  patter 
with  the  audience  about  how  they 
could  feel  superior  when  people 
had  trouble  pronoucing  Japanese 
words. 

Many  of  their  pieces  seemed  to 
be  dancing  between  mockery,  of 
the  different  cultural  idioms  they 
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were  drawing  on,  and  sensitivity 
to  what  they  value  in  the  cultures 
they’ve  experienced,  and  to  the 
place  of  song  and  dance  in 
cultural  history. 

Frank  Chickens  brings  joy, 
driving  energy,  humor  and 
understanding  to  their  perfor¬ 
mance.  They  have  a  rapport  with 
the  audience  —  who  loved  them. 
You’ll  remember  the  songs  and 
rhythms  and  want  to  see  them 
again. 
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J  &  S  Automotive 


BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 


It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  all  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  for 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up,  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  sometimes 
it's  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S  has 
been  Boston's  hippest  garage  for  years  and 
years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it's  also 
been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never  cheated 
anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the  years  they 
kept  learning  new  makes  and  new  techni¬ 
ques.  and  now  can  repair  about  anything. 
Their  speciality  is  still  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  'of  depen¬ 
dability.  But  they're  ready  for  anything  and 
did  most  of  the  work  on  the  antique  vehicles 
for  the  movie  "The  Brinks  Job.” 


Reprinted  from  Real  Paper, 
Fall  1980. 
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BOSTON  GAY  MEN'S  CHORUS 


Robert  Barney,  Music  Director 

Saturday,  March  28,  1987  8  PM 

Jordan  Hall  at  N.E.  Conservatory 


Tickets  $10,  8,  6 


Jordan  Hall  Box  Office:  (617)  536-2412 


The  Hung  &  the  Restless:  Still  in  the  Dark  at  the  New  Yorl< 


A  review  of  the  men's  films  at  the  1987  New  York  Gay 
Film  Festival 

By  Paul  Vincent  Leone 

I'm  a  gay  male  and  this  is  1987  and  the  world  has 
been  living  with  AIDS  for  eight  years.  When  I  first  mov¬ 
ed  to  New  York  City  in  1975,  I  came  out  into  a  com¬ 
munity  still  booming  with  post-Stonewall  freedom.  We 
talked  freely  about  our  sexual  encounters  and  we  went 
to  places  like  Crisco  to  disco,  the  Mine  Shaft  to  gawk  (or 
get  pissed  on  depending  on  your  preference),  the  Stud  to 
visit  the  backroom,  or  the  Ninth  Circle  to  put  quarters  in 
the  juke  box  and  get  plastered.  We  did  it  at  the  baths,  on 
the  piers  and  in  the  trucks.  We  watched  Harvey  Fier- 
stein  poking  fun  at  getting  it  up  the  ass  at  The  Interna¬ 
tional  Stud  on  stage  at  La  Mama,.  We  got  kicked  out  of 
The  Duchess.  We  bought  speed  on  Sheridan  Square. 
We  checked  our  clothes  at  some  doors.  We  cloned.  We 
got  the  clap.  It  was  a  hard  life,  but  we  braved  through 
our  overindulgence  with  a  little  help  from  the  hair  of  the 
dog  and  a  shot  in  the  ass  at  St.  Vincent's  Hospital  now 
and  then.  We  used  to  be  able  to  bounce  back. 

Things  are  different  now.  Harvey's  still  at  La  Mama, 
but  he's  not  getting  fucked  anymore  —  he  not  even  kiss¬ 
ing!  The  Stud  is  a  restaurant.  The  piers  are  gone  and  we 
freely  discuss  the  fact  that  we  haven't  been  laid  in 
months.  Worse  yet,  some  of  us  are  still  fucking  and 
sucking  madly  but  claim  not  to.  We  are  dealing  with  a 
new  revolution,  a  microscopic  one  that  has  forced  us  to 
revolutionize  within  the  ongoing  struggle  of  being 
recognized  and  respected  as  the  very  large  and  power¬ 
ful  group  we  are.  Most  of  us  used  to  believe  that  the 


most  positive  statement  we  could  make  about  our  sex¬ 
uality  was  sex.  We  thought  that  if  we  experienced  our 
own  sexual  freedoms  with  total  abandonment  then  that 
meant  that  we  were  indeed  free.  The  price  has  become 
too  high  nowadays  to  still  take  and  rely  on  that  stand. 
We  have  to  completely  revise  our  sexual  identities  and 


Chuck  Solomon  and  his  mother,  Bette 


at  the  same  time  continue  with  our  struggle  against  the 
tightening  the  noose  of  oppression.  We  really  have  a  lot  of 
work  and  thinking  to  do.  If  your  life  hasn't  been  com¬ 
pletely  changed  by  Al  DS  yet,  it  will  be  soon,  one  way  or 
another. 

Call  me  crazy,  but  I  expected  the  1987  New  York 
Gay  Film  Festival  to  provide  us  with  more  films  reflec¬ 
ting  on  this  upheaval.  None  of  the  Main  Selections  dealt 
with  it.  Only  two  films  in  the  entire  festival  did:  Chuck 
Solomon :  Coming  of  Age  by  Mark  Huestis  and  A  Virus 
Has  No  Morals  by  Rosa  von  Praunheim.  It's  frightening 
to  think  that  we  may  be  experiencing  some  sort  of  mass 
denial  here  for  a  variety  of  reasons.  The  media  blitz  and 
reaction  alone  makes  me  catatonic  at  times.  My  sex  life 
resembles  nothing  in  particular  because  in  comparison 
with  my  past  sex  life  it  does  not  exist  at  all.  Having 
friends,  and  friends  of  friends,  die  makes  me  want  to 
hide  under  the  blankets.  It's  so  much  easier  not  to  look 
at  the  enemy,  to  deny  that  it  exists.  Easier,  until  the 
monster  is  upon  you.  I  don't  want  to  go  to  the  damn 
festival  and  see  nothing  but  death  without  answers 
either,  but  I  realize  that  it  is  precisely  that  uncomfort' 
ableness  and  fear  that  must  be  faced  in  order  to  take 
positive  defensive  measures  against  the  beast  instead  of 
letting  denial  lead  us  down  the  path  of  death.  It  seems 
that  the  gay  film  world  could  give  us  more  than  they 
have.  Mainstream  television  has  more  to  offer  in  that 
regard  and  that  is  an  embarassment. 

Okay,  okay,  I  had  a  good  time  anyway.  Susie  Day 
did  the  gal  films  and  I  did  the  guy  films  and  we  would 
pass  in  the  lobby  flashing  our  pink  press  passes.  Really 


Festival  Obsesses  on  Lesbian  Obsession 


A  review  of  the  women's  films  at  the  1987  New  York 
Gay  Film  Festival 

By  Susie  Day 

With  scores  of  films  contributed  by  some  forty 
directors  from  twelve  countries,  the  New  York  Gay  Film 
Festival  easily  ranks  as  one  of  the  foremost  gay  cinema 
events.  Again  this  year,  Festival  organizers  have  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  compiling  an  array  of  films  that  represent  the 
current  international  spectrum  of  homosexual  life  and 
art.  This  may  not  be  exciting  news,  however,  if  you  area 
lesbian.  And  if  you  are  one  of  those  lesbians  who  look  to 
the  big  screen  for  some  larger  artistic  truths  about  your 
own  little  life  and  loves,  the  news  could  get  downright 
depressing.  This  year's  Festival  seems  to  have  narrowed 
its  international  spectrum  to  admit  only  one  overriding 
lesbian  theme:  obsession. 

Virtually  every  film  presenting  fictional  stories  of  les¬ 
bians  manages  to  reduce  the  desire  of  one  woman  for 
.another  to  a  cinematic  metaphor  for  hopeless  love. 
Celibate  women  throw  themselves  at  sexually  active 
straight  women;  earthy  brunettes  pine  for  remote 
blondes;  younger  women  yearn  for  attractive  older 
women;  over  and  over  again,  passion  is  seen  as  defin¬ 
itively  lesbian  if  it  remains  largely  unreciprocated.  And 
for  these  screen  lesbians,  who  almost  literally  are  their 
own  obsessions,  lesbianism  appears  as  a  passive,  self- 
indulgent  response  to  that  mythical  Void  left  by  a  Bad 
Mother,  a  Troubled  Past,  a  Stunted  Self.  This  compul¬ 
sion  to  seek  our  selves  in  another  woman  exists  for 
many  of  us,  but  surely,  there  is  more  to  us  than  that.  It  is 
because  of  this  Festival  that  I  have  learned  the  true 
meaning  of  the  words  of  noted  actor  and  heterosexual 
Ronald  Reagan,  when  he  so  plaintively  asked, 
"Where's  the  rest  of  me?"  j 

One  of  the  missing  parts  of  our  cinematic  body 
politic  is  lesbian  sexuality.  Though  one  woman's  obses¬ 
sion  for  another  may  drive  her  to  madness,  it  usually 
steers  her  clear  of  lesbian  sex.  Afternoon  Breezes,  a 
Japanese  film  written  and  directed  in  1980  by  Hitoshi 
Yazaki,  serves  as  an  object  lesson  for  obsessed  lesbians 
who  try  to  pass  for  straight.  Mitsu  is  a  young  woman, 
fatally  infatuated  with  her  sophisticated,  heterosexual 
roommate,  Natsuko.  She  makes  a  deal  with  Natsuko's 
boyfriend,  Hideo,  to  sleep  with  him  if  he  will  leave  Nat¬ 
suko.  They  have  laborious  sex,  Hideo  breaks  up  with 
Natsuko,  and  the  roommates  are  left  in  platonic  bliss, 
until  Mitsu  discovers  she  is  pregnant. 

Natsuko  kicks  Mitsu  out  of  the  apartment,  then  gets 
a  job  hostessing  in  a  bar.  This  leaves  Mitsu  with  no  alter¬ 
native  but  to  follow  Natsuko  everywhere,  cry,  throw  up 
a  lot,  and  ultimately  return  to  Natsuko's  apartment, 
where  she  commits  suicide  in  the  midst  of  her  life  sav¬ 
ing's  worth  of  flowers.  Overall,  the  film's  pace  is  plod¬ 
ding;  its  tone  exudes  a  pseudo-poetic  nihilism,  literally 
drummed  into  what  remains  of  the  audience's 
consciousness  by  the  incessant  dripping  of  a  kitchen 
faucet  into  a  metal  sink. 

From  France  comes  Christine  Ehm's  1984  film, 
Simone,  another  saga  of  woman-identified  obsession  in 
which  the  kitchen  sink  plays  an  important  role.  Simone 
is  a  love-starved  gamine,  the  victim  of  a  murky  past 
which  is  never  explained  but  which  remains  sufficient 
to  justify  her  habitual,  fantastic  lying.  What  luck  then 
for  Simone  to  meet  a  mysterious  middle-aged  woman 
on  le  metro  who  is  also  an  ace  liar!  Francoise  and 
Simone  fall  into  an  immediate,  cat-like  fascination,  and 
invent  all  sorts  of  false  identities  to  both  attract  and 
distance  one  another. 


On  days  they  can't  think  of  anything  to  dissemble 
about,  Simone  stands  at  her  sink,  silently  washing 
dishes,  while  Francoise  sits  at  the  kitchen  table,  playing 
solitaire.  Occasionally,  they  consummate  their  celibacy 
by  kissing  —  quickly,  shyly,  and  always  in  public  places 
like  parks  or  taxis.  Eventually,  Simone  tires  of  their  aloof 
dream-life  and  wants  to  know  who  her  friend  really  is. 
Francoise  resists  violently,  and  Simone  becomes  — 
obsessed.  More  following,  more  crying;  in  short,  more 
lesbianism. 

Yet,  for  all  its  despondent  chic,  there  is  a  wry  in¬ 
telligence  about  the  film.  Christine  Ehm  made  Simone, 
her  first  feature  film,  when  she  was  only  1 9.  She  is  prob¬ 
ably  capable  of  brilliance  in  her  later  work,  if  she  man¬ 
ages  to  avoid  the  tasteful  asexuality  that  made  the  au¬ 
dience  on  the  night  I  was  there  more  than  a  little  cranky. 
One  woman,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  film,  beat  an 
indignant  retreat  up  the  theater  aisle  to  the  door,  then 
turned  back  to  us  in  our  seats.  "Lesbians  aren't  this 
cool,"  she  announced.  The  announcement  cheered 
the  audience  immensely. 

The  Wolf  Girl,  a  West  German  film  directed  in  1985 
by  Dagmar  Beiersdorf,  looks  at  the  longing  of  many 
young  women  to  seduce  a  sensuous,  maternal  older 
woman.  Mascha  is  a  successful  white  filmmaker  ap¬ 
proaching  middle  age,  who  is  struggling  with  an  oafish 
male  lover  and  a  floundering  career.  She  befriends  a 
young  Black  woman  named  Dennis,  who  makes  her 
home  in  the  West  Berlin  underworld  of  pimps  and 
transvestites.  Early  in  the  film,  we  learn  that  Dennis' 
mother  is  a  prostitute,  gone  insane  from  life  on  the 
streets,  and  that  Dennis,  the  "Wolf  Girl,"  is  therefore 
hungry  for  a  primal  relationship  with  this  mature  white 
woman  who  she  also  periodically  condemns  as 
"bourgeoise." 


But  Mascha  is  a  resolute,  de  Beauvoir  kind  of 
feminist,  who  is  more  passionately  interested  in  her 
own  freedom  than  she  is  in  Dennis'  passion.  She  reads 
books  about  how  the  patriarchy  systematically  reduces 
women  to  mere  bodies.  Then,  on  vacation  with  Dennis 
in  the  German  countryside,  Mascha  begins  to  discover 
new  independence  based  on  the  recognition  of  her 
own  body's  desires.  Unfortunately,  her  body's  desires 
do  not  include  Dennis'  body. 

We  see  Mascha  and  Dennis  actually  kissing  once, 
on  a  gentle  slope  in  the  sunlight.  Dennis  is,  unsurpris¬ 
ingly,  the  initiator,  while  Mascha  looks  determinedly 
uninitiated;  more  like  she's  hoping  the  little  minx  will  go 
away  so  she  can  get  a  tan.  For  all  her  efforts  to  be 
acknowledged,  Dennis  seems  to  exist  for  Mascha  as  a 
sociological  abstraction.  Her  Blackness,  her  hatred  of 
straight  men,  the  raw  freedom  with  which  she  lives  her 
life,  serve  Mascha  mainly  as  signposts  along  the  road  to 
middle-class  self-actualization. 

Sometimes  the  pleasure  of  an  obsession  is  heighten¬ 
ed  by  adding  a  little  danger.  The  Berlin  Affair,  also  from 
West  Germany,  tells  the  story  of  a  romance  between 
the  beautiful  but  bored  wife  of  a  Nazi  diplomat  and  the 
beautiful  but  devious  daugher  of  the  Japanese  am¬ 
bassador  to  Germany  during  the  dangerous  years  when 
Hitler  was  in  power.  For  some  reason,  director  Liliana 
Cavani  seems  to  have  wanted  to  add  a  sumptuous  feel 
to  that  dreary,  hairshirt  moralism  connecting  obsessive 
sex  with  certain  death.  What  results  is  perhaps  uninten¬ 
tional  parody  of  sexual  passion,  1930's  elegance,  and 
Nazi  Germany.  To  bad  it  isn't  funnier. 

Mitsuko,  the  daughter,  and  Louise,  the  wife, 
discover  one  another  in  an  art  class  and  are  soon  mak¬ 
ing  torridly  clandestine  love.  Heinz,  the  diplomat, 
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Louise  Marleau  and  Albane  Guilhe  in  Anne  Trister. 


Lineke  Rijxman  (I),  Henriette  Tol  (r),  and  an  unidentified  actress  play  prostitutes  in  Broken  Mirrors. 

Gorris'  Broken  Mirrors 
Fails  to  Reflect  Times 


Gay  Film  Festival 

nice  to  go  to  a  movie  theater  that's  filled  with  gay  peo¬ 
ple,  surrounded  by  them  without  any  social  pressure  to 
interact.  Made  me  wonder  what  Grand  Central  Station 
at  rush  hour  would  be  like  if  we  were  the  majority.  It 
really  can  be  sort  of  refreshing  to  be  with  gay  people  in  a 
non-cruising  environment,  a  pleasure  that  no  doubt  is 
going  to  become  a  growing  necessity  for  all  of  us,  men 
and  women  alike,  straight  and  bi  and  gay  in  the  years  to 
come.  The  Eighth  Street  Playhouse  is  a  friendly  place 
that  sells  coffee  and  lets  you  smoke  in  the  back  few 
rows,  so  what  could  be  bad? 

The  Rose  King,  for  one.  Werner  Schroeter,  "Ger¬ 
many's  most  acclaimed  avant-garde  filmmaker"  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  about  as  avant  as  an  old  dog  in  the  direc¬ 
torial  chair  of  this,  his  most  recent  film.  Can  we  really 
still  consider  deconstructing  text  avant-garde?  Is  there 
such  a  thing  as  retro-avant-garde?  Most  annoying  is  the 
fact  that  this  film  is  incredibly  gorgeous  to  look  at, 
beautifully  edited  and  richly  embellished  with  enter¬ 
taining  cliches.  But  it  doesn't  go  anywhere,  unless  you 
consider  grafting  roses  onto  your  loved  one  as  a  grande 
finale  getting  somewhere,  this  is  not  an  avant-garde 
film.  I'd  put  it  somewhere  between  neo-classical  mod- 
erne  parody  and  Bergman  rip-off.  This  kind  of  material 
needs  Charles  Ludlam  and  The  Ridiculous  Theatrical 
Company  at  the  helm  or  it  just  won't  play  for  me.  So  call 
me  a  plot  queen  if  I  like  to  be  aware  of  the  characters  and 
their  motivations.  It  would  take  morphine  suppositories 
to  get  me  to  sit  through  this  one  again.  This  was 
Magdalena  Montezuma's  last  film,  no  doubt  her 
revenge  too.  Continued  on  page  10 

Wieland  Speck 
on  Filmmaking 
in  Germany 

An  interview  with  Wieland  Speck,  director  of  Westler, 
the  opening  night  film  at  the  1987  New  York  Gay  Film 
Festival. 

By  Jon  David  Nalley 

Opening  the  1987  New  York  Gay  Film  Festival, 
Westler  showcased  the  work  of  Wieland  Speck.  The 
35-year-old  Freiburg  native  is  recognized  as  a  vanguard 
of  Germany's  "new  generation"  of  gay  filmmakers,  a 
generation  which  has  suffered  from  the  dry-up  of  funds 
for  independent  films  under  the  current  conservative 
government  of  West  Germany.  Speck  noted  the  cog¬ 
nitive  dissonance  of  the  new  situation:  "The  film¬ 
makers  who  were  used  to  dealing  with  the  government 
policy  are  now  having  to  deal  with  business  people  to 
obtain  funds  for  their  work.  They  can't  cope  with  that 
source  of  money." 

Speck  is  too  young  to  have  benefited  from  the  State 
system  of  film  funding  which  reached  its  zenith  ten 
years  ago  under  the  previous  government.  "There  are  a 
lot  of  victims,"  Speck  commented.  "Filmmakers  who 
can't  get  money,  can't  make  films  anymore  and  are 
frustrated."  Having  directed  three  short  films  with 
private  funds  he  raised  himself  and  with  the  editing  of 
three  more  films  under  his  belt,  Speck  was  able  to  bring 
his  story  treatment  for  Westler  to  ZDF  (West  Germany's 
National  Channel  2)  with  a  proven  track  record. 

Speck  explained:  "They  liked  the  video  shorts  I  sent 
them,  but  their  attitude  was  'Do  we  really  need  another 
gay  thing?'  You  understand,  they  had  done  a  von 
Praunheim  film.  I  reminded  them  that  ZDF  had  done  the 
von  Praunheim  film  at  least  six  years  before,  and  further 
I  explained  that  I  was  from  a  new  generation  of  gay  film¬ 
makers  in  which  the  gay  story  is  not  the  main  issue  but 
rather  a  part  of  the  whole  picture.  After  that  my  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  major  channel  was  quite  easy." 

One  concern  ZDF  did  have  was  the  logistical  handl¬ 
ing  of  the  sex  scene  between  Felix  (the  West  Berliner  — 
Sigurd  Rachman)  and  Thomas  (the  East  Berliner  — 
Rainer  Strecker).  A  discussion  ensued  about  showing 
sperm  after  the  orgasm.  "As  far  as  ZDF  was  concerned, 
it  was  sweat.  By  dealing  with  the  situation  at  that  level 
they  were  able  to  use  the  scene.  It  can  be  considered 
our  contribution  to  safe  sex,"  the  Berliner  mused.  Of 
the  reaction  by  the  German  public,  Speck  commented 
that  "the  department  of  ZDF  which  handled  the  film 
was  stunned  by  the  amount  of  letters  received  —  most 
of  those  from  people  in  small  towns  for  whom  the  film 
was  very  helpful." 

Speck  had  tried  to  make  scenes  taking  place  in  East 
Berlin  as  explicit  as  possible,  which  brought  forth 
positive  reactions  from  gays  in  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  (East  Germany)  who  can  easily  pick-up  televi¬ 
sion  broadcasts  from  the  "West."  "While  those  in  East 
Germany  don't  write  letters  to  West  German  television 
for  obvious  reasons,  I've  been  able  to  gauge  their  reac¬ 
tion  from  ex-Easterners  and  what  they  hear  from  their 
friends.  Overall,  the  comments  are  that  their  portrayal 
was  received  very  well . .  .that  for  the  first  time  gays  in 
the  East  felt  someone  in  the  West  was  taking  them 
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A  review  of  Broken  Mirrors,  by  Marleen  Gorris. 

By  Sarah  Schulman 

A  few  months  ago  I  sat  down  and  re-read  Adrienne 
Rich's  1 979  article  Compulsory  Heterosexuality  and  Les¬ 
bian  Existence  and  frankly  I  was  shocked.  This  piece, 
written  before  Reagan's  election  and  before  the  feminist 
sex-wars  tore  apart  the  women's  movement,  was  so 
enraged  in  tone  and  so  radical  in  argument  that  I  was 
forced  to  confront  how  far  feminism  has  moved  to  the 
right,  how  conciliatory  our  presentation  has  become 
and  how  carefully  stated  any  attempt  at  analysis  must 
be.  Anything  published  today  with  that  amount  of  fury 
or  with  the  precise  ideological  tone  of  Rich's  piece 
would  be  dismissed  as  rhetoric,  embarassingly  negative 
or  boring.  I  find  myself  in  a  state  of  personal  conflict 
because  I  know  in  my  heart  that  the  arguments  at  the 
base  of  Marleen  Gorris'  new  film  Broken  Mirrors  are 
true,  but  my  sensibility  is  such  a  reflection  of  the  time  in 
which  I  live  that  I  find  its  mode  of  presentation  too  blunt 
to  be  optimally  effective.  Perhaps  Gorris  herself  feels 
similarly,  considering  now  much  time  it  takes  between 
an  idea  and  a  finished  piece  of  artwork,  and  how  quick¬ 
ly  the  women's  and  gay  liberation  movements  are  vic¬ 
tims  of  style. 

Gorris'  first  film  A  Question  of  Silence  was  a  smart, 
subtle  study  of  three  women  who  brutally  murder  a 
man  they  do  not  know.  It  was  an  insider's  story  that 
made  the  women  in  the  audience  smile  and  the  men 
squirm.  Her  work  was  sharp,  unique  and  definitely 
polarizing.  It  was  a  film  for  women.  Broken  Mirrors  is 
very  different.  It  is  a  somber  film  about  the  lives  of  or¬ 
dinary  Dutch  women  who  work  in  a  rather  upscale 
brothel  called  Club  Happy  House.  It  explores  their  at¬ 
titudes  about  their  jobs,  usually  with  a  sarcastic,  stand- 
up  comedy  delivery,  and  less  successfully,  their  rela¬ 
tionships  to  each  other. 

The  brothel,  formerly  the  prime  arena  of  the  male 
imagination  about  women,  has  been  transformed  into 
the  setting  of  the  newly  constructed  feminist  fantasy 
about  women.  Ordinary  women,  beautiful  in  their 
usualness,  come  together  from  a  variety  of  social  and 
racial  backgrounds  to  collaborate  on  fooling  men  into 
thinking  they  desire  them,  when  actually  they  just  want 
and  need  men's  money.  This  view  of  the  brothel  has  be¬ 
come  version  #1  of  the  lesbian  metaphor  for  heterosex¬ 
uality.  Version  #2  is  where  the  women  actually  believe 
that  the  men  value  and  love  them.  Version  #3  is  where 
the  women  actually  love  and  desire  men.  Version  #4  is 
version  #2  and  #3  but  this  time  the  women  and  men  are 
right.  Take  your  pick  and  you'll  know  where  you  sit  on 
all  the  sex  and  sexuality  debates.  But,  in  Gorris'  rendi¬ 
tion  the  men  are  mocked  and  despised  at  every  turn 
and  still  get  their  orgasms  exactly  the  way  they  want 
them.  The  women,  on  the  other  hand,  get  their  hun¬ 
dred  guilders  and  spend  more  time  talking  themselves 
into  not  changing  than  imagining  alternatives.  Com¬ 
pleting  the  metaphor,  each  woman  pays  a  price  for  the 
deception  by  experiencing  an  intensely  personal  pain 
which  manifests  itself  in  different  degrees  of  self-hatred, 
self-destruction  and  self-denial. 

Yet  Gorris  also  provides  us  with  the  classic  subplot 
of  women's  subversion  of  institutions  that  oppress 
them,  using  the  most  powerful  and  transforming  me¬ 
dium,  their  relationships  with  each  other.  Yet,  this  idea, 
at  the  core  of  my  experience,  seems  cliched  when  so 
earnestly  expressed.  Gorris'  illustration  is  the  growing 
friendship  between  Dora,  an  art  student  and  experienc¬ 
ed  prostitute,  and  Diane,  a  new  recruit  who  needs 
money  to  support  her  child  and  heroin-addicted  hus¬ 
band.  In  the  process  we  hear  many  one-liners  of  advice 
from  Dora  to  Diane,  tossed  out  like  slogans  on  t-shirts. 


Many  of  these  are  absolutely  true  but  it  just  wouldn't  do 
to  wear  them  anymore. 

"If  he  wants  you  to  say  he's  got  the  biggest  cock  in 
the  world  then  he's  got  it." 

"This  isn't  work,  this  is  madness." 

"Even  the  nice  ones  aren't  nice." 

Gorris  also  introduces  a  subplot  about  a  psychotic 
businessman  who  enjoys  kidnapping  women,  as¬ 
saulting,  disfiguring  and  finally  murdering  them.  His 
pleasure  lies  in  their  humiliation,  which  he  documents 
with  a  Polaroid  camera,  capturing  each  victim  in  precise 
moments  of  horror,  numb  pain,  capitulation  and  death. 
Then  he  goes  home  to  his  wife  in  their  affluent  home 
and  discusses  literature.  The  subplot  doesn't  really  work 
because  of  the  non-textured,  didactic  message  about 
women  and  resistance.  But  many  of  the  scenes  in  the 
brothel  are  touching,  entertaining  and  interesting,  if 
often  a  bit  stereotypical.  There  is  a  great  moment  during 
the  visit  of  a  mob  of  horny  teenaged  boys  where  Gorris 
cross-cuts  from  one  bored  prostitute  to  another  show¬ 
ing  us  exactly  what  boorish  and  ridiculous  behavior 
they  must  tolerate  from  those  idiots. 

Although  the  lead  performances  are  too  restricted, 
the  director  has  worked  well  in  ensemble,  developing 
distinct  characterizations  within  a  large  cast.  And, 
ultimately,  the  developing  relationship  between  Dora 
and  Diane  is  compelling  and  creates  more  tension  than 
the  murders  do.  In  a  1985  interview  with  Andrea  Weiss 
in  the  New  York  Native,  Gorris  said  that  Broken  Mirrors 
is  "not  a  film  about  prostitution.  It's  a  film  about  how 
men  and  women  are  together." 

Given  the  current  Nice  Guy  trend  in  homosexual 
politics  in  which  it  is  no  longer  appropriate  to  critique 
heterosexuality,  it  is  this  depiction  of  "men  and  women 
together"  that  becomes  problematic.  It  is  my  personal 
opinion  that  the  social  construction  of  heterosexuality 
exists  and  is  oppressive  whether  or  not  men  are  nice 
and  kind  or  brutal  and  abusive.  Using  the  metaphor  of 
the  "bad  man,"  even  though  he  exists,  can,  and  in  the 
case  of  Broken  Mirrors,  does  remove  recognizable 
elements  and  distills  the  presentation  into  rhetoric. 
While  Gorris  could  draw  the  same  conclusions  about 
men's  and  women's  social/sexual  relationships  by 
showing  the  complex  contradictions  present  in  those 
relationships,  she  has  stylized  the  argument  by  employ¬ 
ing  highly-charged  caricatures:  prostitutes  and  mur¬ 
derers,  thereby  weakening  her  opportunity  to  make 
social  commentary. 

Gorris  has  been  accused  by  other  reviewers  of  pre¬ 
senting  one-dimensional  male  characters.  This  is  ab¬ 
solutely  not  my  problem  with  Broken  Mirrors.  There  ex¬ 
ist  in  this  world  men  who  are  like  the  men  in  her  films. 
However,  in  order  to  make  the  most  effective  statement 
possible,  and  to  make  it  larger  than  a  few  extra-psy¬ 
chotic  personalities,  there  has  to  be  a  generalness  and 
familiarity  of  detail  that  lets  the  audience  identify  with 
the  emotions  expressed. 

The  lesbian  film  critic  B.  Ruby  Rich  wrote  in  her 
1984  Village  Voice  review  of  A  Question  of  Silence, 

It  is  this  fundamental  sense  of  identification  —  an  ideal 
that  triggered  the  women's  liberation  movement  but 
later  sank  under  the  weight  of  its  own  naive  expectations 
—  that  Gorris  develops  in  her  characters  and  sparks  in 
her  audience. 

In  Broken  Mirrors,  the  individual  personalities  and 
realities  of  the  prostitutes  outside  the  brothel,  and  their 
complex  personal  relationships  with  men  and  women 
would  have  had  to  be  more  fully  established  for  this 
degree  of  identification  to  have  taken  place.  For  that 
reason  the  film  is  ultimately  unsuccessful.  I  could  not 
find  my  reflection  in  these  mirrors. 
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Hlone? 


Rre  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComQuest 
has  provided  thousands  of  gay 
men  ujtth  a  safe,  effective 
uuay  of  meeting  compatible 
friends  and  partners. 
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•Estate  Planning 
•Business  Representation 
•Relationship  Agreements 
•Civil  Litigation 
•General  Practice  of  Law 
•Condominium  Conversion 

2266  Market  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 4 
415-626-4224 


The  Hung  & 
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Up  the  same  retro-avant  alley 
we  come  across  Or  d  'Ur,  Betsy  and 
Amour  Impossible,  three  films  by 
Bacher  Chbib.  Unlike  Schroeter, 
who  uses  a  slick  surface  to  coat  his 
work,  Chbib  relies  on  the 
roughness  of  a  hand-held  camera 
and  the  visibility  of  his  crew  to 
enhance  his  verite  visions.  Or 
D’Ur  is  a  curiously  deceiving  film 
about  a  male  brothel  in  Montreal 
run  by  a  woman.  Hustling  chatter 
runs  from  in-calls  vs.  street  work, 
to  youthful  experimentation  with 
drag,  to  drugs.  The  camera  is  con¬ 
stantly  moving,  zooming  in  and 
out  all  over  the  place.  Every  scene 
is  poorly  miked.  Lights  and  crew 
appear  in  the  background  and  the 
characters  are  presented  as  inter¬ 
viewees.  But  the  film  is  not  a 
documentary  and  we  the  audience 
are  not  really  sure  of  this  until  the 
end  of  the  film.  Up  until  this  point 
the  film  stands  on  its  loose  quality 
and  the  assumption  that  we  are 
somehow  being  confided  in  by 
these  people  on  the  screen  because 
of  it.  But  that  loose  quality  quickly 
stiffens  when  you  realize  that  you 
were  being  duped.  Nevertheless, 
the  manipulative  powers  of  this 
movie  give  it  a  certain  glow. 
Besides  I’m  an  ex-film  student  and 
I  have  a  soft  spot  for  small, 
poorly-made  black  and  white 
films.  This,  in  my  opinion  is  the 
best  of  the  three. 

Betsy  gives  us  the  same  group  of 
players,  different  names,  same 
fake  verite  style  but  this  time  with 
a  comedic  theme,  making  it  less 
likely  that  we  will  accept  what  we 
are  seeing  as  real  life.  John 
Wimbs’  expanded  drag  persona  in 
this  film  is  interesting  only  to  a 
point,  then  somehow  seems  offen¬ 
sive  and  boring  at  the  same  time.  I 
never  believed  that  he  was  truly 
adored  wearing  women’s  clothes, 
instead  it  seemed  to  me  that  the 
concept  of  drag  for  men  was  being 
mocked  without  any  real  explora¬ 
tion.  Amour  Impossible  takes  the 
drag  a  lot  more  seriously  making 
it  somewhat  interesting  but  by  this 
point  I  was  a  little  tired  of  wat¬ 
ching  Chbib’s  troupe  tramping 
around  soaking  up  local  color.  It 
becomes  too  much  of  a  tease  to  be 
constantly  drawn  into  what  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  raunchy  street -life  only 
to  realize  that  it’s  just  Chbib’s 
group  of  pseudo  hips  who  choose 


the  Restless 


Afternoon  Breezes 


to  stay  comfortably  at  the 
periphery  of  the  gutter.  I  suggest 
that  if  they  want  to  walk  on  the 
wild  side  they  should  screen  Trash 
several  thousand  times  and  learn  a 
thing  or  two  about  getting  down 
and  dirty  from  Holly  Woodlawn. 

Children,  Madonna  and  Child 
and  Death  and  Transfiguration 
make  up  a  trilogy  of  films  by  Ter¬ 
rence  Davies  following  the  life  of  a 
gay  man  from  elementary  school 
to  death.  All  three  films  are  punc¬ 
tuated  with  intense  emotional  high 
points.  Davies  throws  out  “turn¬ 
ing  points”  to  us  that  are  very  ac¬ 
cessible  and  easy  to  relate  to.  For 
example,  being  in  the  showers  with 
all  the  other  boys  and  knowing  you 
were  different  by  your  reaction  to 
their  naked  bodies;  or  watching 
your  mother  cry;  or  watching  her 
die.  Davies’  camera  work  is  reserv¬ 
ed,  allowing  most  of  the  action  to 
pass  through  his  beautifully  com¬ 
posed  shots.  A  lot  of  abusive  males 
gang  up  on  our  protagonists  dur¬ 
ing  his  childhood,  including  his 
father.  He  submits  to  this  abuse 
and  later  lusts  for  it.  He  continues 
to  live  with  his  mother  through  his 
adult  life,  slipping  out  at  night  to 
give  blow  jobs  in  bathrooms.  We 
never  see  him  have  a  relationship 
with  a  man,  only  a  string  of 
anonymous  encounters  that  lead 
him  back  into  a  loop  of  torment. 
Considering  it  was  made  in  1974, 
this  trilogy  is  semi-prophetic  in  its 
negative  take  on  the  gay  male  loop 
of  substituting  this  kind  of  sex-life 
for  true  freedom.  These  three 
films  triumph  where  Chbib  and 
Schroeter  fail;  Davies  relies  heavi¬ 
ly  on  his  modern  visual  imagery 
but  doesn’t  assume  that  the  con¬ 
tent  will  be  carried  by  the  style. 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  C.L.U. 


Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830  Orleans/Bewster 

50  Congress  St.  Office  ParK 

Boston,  MA  02109  E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 

255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


VACATION  ELATION 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 


AIRLINE-BUSTING  FARES 

:key  west 

• 

TO  EXOTIC  PLACES 

Istanbul  $229 

Sydney 

$548 

l  Breakaway 

e  •••••• t«« 

Rio  de Janeiro  $349 

Accra 

$435 

• 

•  Airfare  &  3  nights 

Buenos  Aires  $449 

Abidjan 

$378 

Hong  Kong  $429 

Athens 

$309 

•  guest  house 

Beijing  $449 

Seoul 

$449 

•  $285 

FARES  EACH  WAY  BASED  ON  ROUND 

TRIP  PURCHASE 

•  longer  stays  available 

AVAILABILITY  LIMITED 


Lowest  Prices 


All  Airlines 
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7  Central  Street 


Lady  Jane’s  Inn 

•  Spacious  rooms  with  private  baths 

•  Separate  outside  entrances 

•  Complimentary  continental  breakfast 

•  Hospitality  porch  for  lounging,  barbecuing 

•  Free  parking,  airport  pick-up 

•  Conveniently  and  centrally  located 

•  Newly  constructed  in  1986, 

•  Woman  owned  and  operated 

Provincetown,  MA  02657  617-487-3387 


7j<xc<n  act  fane  unit  neatA  55,000  >wxden4 
J&n  cm  tCttte  cm  $20  fien  cuede 


Schroeter  and  Chbib  are  no  doubt 
considered  modern  filmmakers 
but  it’s  interesting  to  notice  that 
Terrence  Davies’  trilogy  comes  off 
as  a  much  fresher  work  of  art 
despite  its  age.  Could  it  be  that  any 
art  created  in  post-modern  times 
refuses  to  be  modern  no  matter 
how  hard  the  artist  tries  to  push  it 
in  that  direction?  Or  are  we  simply 
post-modern  because  all  the 
modern  artists  pushed  too  hard? 
Mr.  Davies  chooses  to  let  us  enjoy 
extremely  long  scenes  without 
dialogue  instead  of  making  us  suf¬ 
fer  through  them  by  giving  us  a 
good  reason  to  have  them  there;  he 
has  the  courtesy  to  present  his 
characters  in  full  before  branching 
off  into  his  individual  imagina¬ 
tion.  It  becomes  a  pleasure  then  to 
have  the  chance  to  just  see  our 
characters  sitting  alone  doing 
nothing  in  particular  instead  of 
becoming  a  bore.  Because  we  em¬ 
pathize  easily  with  our  sallow  and 
repressed  hero,  this  trilogy 
becomes  powerfully  gloomy. 

Kenji  Fukasaku’s  The  Black 
Lizard  is  as  fun  as  ever,  with 
Akihiro  Maruyama  playing  the 
world’s  wickedest  woman  in  this 
big  and  colorful  espionage  flick. 
Akihiro  puts  most  other  female 
impersonators  to  shame  with  an 
overabundance  of  graceful  fire 
and  music,  as  Addison  Dewitt 
would  say.  A  good  time  for  all,  br¬ 
ing  the  kids,  they’ll  love  it.  I  don’t 
know  whether  this  can  really  be 
classified  as  a  gay  film,  but  it  cer¬ 
tainly  is  great  gay  entertainment. 
So  is  All  About  Eve  and  Personal 
Best  but  I  don’t  see  them  at  the 
festival.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  films  in  the  festival  in¬ 
cluding  this  one  seem  to  have  a 
questionable  value  as  far  as  being 
“gay  films.”  Maybe  the  problem 
lies  in  the  fact  that  the  question 
“What  is  a  gay  film?”  is  one  that 
cannot  be  answered.  But  let’s  at 
least  approach  the  question. 

A  film  is  a  film  is  a  film  and  a 
strip  of  celluloid  doesn’t  take  on  a 
sexuality  of  its  own  just  because 
someone  gay  either  made  it  or  stars 
in  it.  If  it  only  becomes  semi- 
defineable  in  terms  of  sexuality 
through  its  content  it  seems  possi¬ 
ble  that  a  film  can  be  constructed 
entirely  by  heterosexuals  and  still 
be  a  gay  film.  Or  can  it?  Did 
Liberace  produce  gay  art  simply 
because  he  was  gay  and  an  artist? 
Does  the  fact  that  he  was  closeted 
affect  the  validity  of  categorizing 
his  work  on  the  keys  as  being  gay? 
The  question  still  burns  for  me, 
“What  is  a  gay  film?  Maybe  the 
festival  forced  me  into  almost  hav¬ 
ing  an  ulcer  in  my  attempts  to 
answer  said  question  because  the 
majority  of  films  in  it  seemed  to 
refuse  to  peel  the  layers  off  of  what 
gay  life  is  really  like  for  gay  males 
in  the  world  today.  We  are  instead 
offered  quasi-erotic  blasts  from 
the  past  and  highly  stylized  epics 

Continued  on  page  12 
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“PUNCH, 
PIZZAZZ, 
SMASHING 
MATERIAL!’’ 

—Joyce  Kulhawlk, 
WBZ-TV 

“FABULOUS.  .  .WELL 
WORTH  A  SECOND 
VISIT!  GET  THEE  TO 
THIS  PARODY!” 

-Lisa  Karlin,  WCVB-TV 

“A  WICKED  DELIGHT! 

—Kevin  Kelly,  Boston  Globe 
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German 

Filmmaker 

Continued from  page  9 
seriously.” 

Some  of  Westler' s  footage 
was  shot  in  East  Berlin  —  done  il- 
legaly  by  acting  like  tourists.  ‘‘You 
can  get  permission  to  film  in  East 
Germany,  but  you  need  a  ‘dif¬ 
ferent  script,’  a  year  for  that 
government  to  go  over  that  script 
and  then  you  get  a  person  who  is 
always  with  you.  Tourists  are 
allowed  to  bring  a  Super  8  camera, 
but  with  no  sound.  Because  we 
couldn’t  afford  the  whole  process, 
we  did  the  sound  later.”  Scenes 
filmed  in  the  East  that  appeared  in 
the  film  had  music  and  street  noise 
dubbed  on. 

Westler  opens  metaphorically 
in  Los  Angeles,  of  all  places, 
where  Felix  recounts  the 
thousands  of  years  of  westward 
movement  by  Europeans  “like 
stampeding  cowboys”  across 
Europe  from  the  steppes  of  Asia 
and  ultimately  to  their  conquest  of 
North  America  —  a  land  where 
cities  represent  the  future,  unlike 
Europe  where  cities  embody  the 
past.  Felix,  in  a  reversal,  discovers 
his  “true  love”  by  going  on  an 
Eastward  journey  via  the  S-Bahn 
Friedrichstrasse  border  check 
point.  As  a  reluctant  guide  for  his 
American  visitor,  Felix  tours  East 
Berlin,  eyes  Thomas,  cruises  him, 
and  makes  the  final  contact  with 
him  at  the  Alexanderplatz.  From 
there  we  get  a  taste  of  love  on  both 
sides  of  “the  wall”  and  weighty 
questions  regarding  “freedom”  — 
which  is  better,  the  economic 
freedom  of  those  in  the  East  with 
no  political  openness,  or  the 
economic  rat-race  of  the  West  in 
which  one  can  have  political 
freedom  if  one  can  pay  for  the 
privilege. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  film 
—  which  has  won  first  place  in  the 


1986  San  Francisco  Film  Festival 
and  the  Ophuls  Competition  at  the 
Sahrbrucken  Film  Fest  —  Speck 
says  he  was  affirming  the  connec¬ 
tion  between  the  North  American 
and  European  cultures  and  the 
importance  of  American  pop 
culture  to  West  Germany,  filling- 
in  for  much  of  what  was  destroyed 
during  World  War  II. 

Westler  brings  us  more  than 
the  saga  of  Felix  and  Thomas:  it 
gives  viewers  a  glimpse  of  East 
German  bureaucracy  and  the  in¬ 
cursion  into  private  lives  by  that 
government,  while  preserving 
reality  above  propoganda  (unlike 
the  films  we  saw  in  the  U.S.  during 
our  elementary  school  years  which 
reduced  the  German  Democratic 
Republic  into  dismally  drab  and 
barren).  The  film  ends  without 
resolving  whether  Thomas’  effort 
to  go  West  will  succeed,  and  fur¬ 
ther,  one  is  left  wondering  about 
Felix’s  ambivalence  regarding 
Thomas’  possible  future  residency 
in  West  Berlin. 

Wieland  Speck  —  who  studied 
16mm  film  technique  at  the  San 
Francisco  Art  Institute  in  1980, 
started  out  in  film  as  an  actor,  then 
had  to  stop  acting  because  he 
“wanted  to  say  more”  —  has  said 
many  things  in  Westler.  Look 
carefully:  Speck  expresses  sym¬ 
pathy,  while  at  the  same  time 
criticizing.  The  black  and  \yhite 
view  doesn’t  hold  up  for  him. 

Lesbian 

Obsession 

Continued from  page  8 
becomes  suspicious,  then  hostile, 
then  turned  on.  He  joins  the 
women  to  create  an  ill-fated 
threesome,  controlled  by  the 
stereotypically  inscrutable  Mit- 
suko,  who  makes  the  husband  and 
wife  take  sleep  powders  when  they 
are  alone,  so  that  they  will  only 
have  sex  with  her.  With  the  Reich 
closing  in,  the  only  sensible  thing 


to  do  is  to  commit  triple  suicide. 
Louise,  however,  accidentally  sur¬ 
vives  and  recovers  enough  to  nar¬ 
rate  the  film. 

There  is  something  eerie,  if 
not  actually  frightening,  about 
watching  a  movie  showing 
beautiful  young  Nazis  in  love. 
Eerie,  too,  is  experiencing  the 
Third  Reich  as  a  form  of  gay 
kitsch.  The  film  carefully  avoids 
revealing  any  really  ugly 
manifestations  of  Naziism  (there 
are  no  swastikas,  no  storm 
troopers),  yet  an  implicit  brutality 
permeates  the  film.  It  trivializes 
the  eroticism  of  the  characters  as  it 
eroticizes  the  growing  danger  they 
represent.  How  different  is  Alex¬ 
andra  von  Grote’s  November 
Moon ,  a  West  German  film  about 
a  lesbian  relationship  during  the 
occupation  of  France,  that  depicts 
Naziism  in  a  responsibly  accurate 
light.  Winner  of  last  year’s  Gay 
Film  Festival,  it  was  shown  again 
this  year,  and  is  an  admirable  film. 
The  Berlin  Affair,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  a  bad  movie  struggling  to 
be  worse.  And  it  succeeds. 

Of  the  many  lesbian  obsession 
films  at  the  Festival,  only  Anne 
Trister,  a  1986  film  from  French 
Canada,  attempts  to  treat  one 
woman’s  longing  for  another  with 
dimensional  respect.  Again,  the 
story  is  about  a  younger  woman’s 
attraction  to  an  older  woman,  but 
here  the  passion  isn’t  minimized  or 
made  into  a  fashionable  symbol  of 
despair.  Anne  Trister  is  a  Jewish 
French  Canadian  artist,  stricken 
by  the  recent  death  of  her  beloved 
father.  In  search  of  her  own  life, 
she  leaves  her  boyfriend  and 
careerist  mother  for  Montreal, 
where  she  falls  in  one-sided  love 
with  Alix,  a  middle-aged  woman 
doctor.  Anne’s  passion  is-  seen 
against  the  anger  and  need  of  an 
emotionally  disturbed  little  girl 
named  Sarah,  who  goes  to  Alix  for 
regular  therapy.  For  each,  it  is  Alix 
who  is  both  the  object  of  desire 
and  the  agent  of  growth. 


Although  the  film  carefully 
scrutinizes  idolatry,  its  major  fail¬ 
ing  is  that  it  neglects  the  idol.  Alix 
is  so  busy  being  understanding  and 
maternal  that  she  doesn’t  have  the 
time  to  show  what  she  really  feels 
for  Anne,  Sarah,  or  the  male  lover 
she  eventually  leaves  for  Anne. 
And,  if  Sarah’s  behavior  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  hint  at  the  range  and 
powerlessness  underlying  Anne’s 
longing,  it  is  unclear  how  Alix 
comes  to  find  Anne  safe  or  attrac¬ 
tive  enough  to  move  in  with.  In 
any  case,  Anne  Trister  is  a 
welcome  relief  from  the  born-to- 
suffer  genre  of  lesbian  cinema. 

Marleen  Gorris’  Broken  Mir¬ 
rors  is  the  only  women’s  fictional 
film  new  to  the  Festival  that  does 
not  fit  the  lesbian  obsession 
category.  It  only  obliquely  fits  the 
lesbian  category,  but  the  film  is  a 
shattering  feminist  statement  and 
deserves  much  more  discussion 
than  is  possible  here.  Dutch  film¬ 
maker  Gorris  is  the  woman  who 
wrote  and  directed  A  Question  of 
Silence,  the  angry,  ironic  tale  of 
three  women  from  different  social 
backgrounds  who  spontaneously 
murder  the  male  proprietor  of  a 
women’s  boutique.  This  being 
1987,  one  would  expect  her  second 
film  to  be  a  little  less  angry  and  a 
lot  more  ironic.  But  Broken  Mir¬ 
rors  is  just  the  opposite. 

The  film  juxtaposes  the  lives  of 
a  group  of  prostitutes  with  the  kid¬ 
napping  and  eventual  murder  of  a 
mother  of  two.  “A  middle-class 
matron  is  no  safer  than  a  whore,” 
one  of  the  prostitutes  remarks 
upon  hearing  news  of  the  mother’s 
death.  In  a  surprise  ending,  Gorris 
allows  the  separate  strands  of  her 
story  to  form  one  shocking, 
malevolent  whole  that  bludgeons 
the  audience  into  seeing  the  world 
as  a  horrifying  place  for  women. 

With  an  implied  all-women- 
face-the-same -oppression 
message,  the  film  can  be  accused 
of  being  smug  and  formulaic. 
Maybe  it  is.  Most  of  the  women  in 


The  Wolf  Girl 


it  are  seen  as  basically  likeable; 
most  of  the  men,  arrogant,  if  not 
outright  evil.  And  yet  —  perhaps 
Broken  Mirrors  is  disturbing 
because  some  of  the  truth  in  this 
case  is  formulaic.  Perhaps  the 
layers  of  irony  we’ve  been  adding 
to  our  feminist  analyses  in  search 
of  a  more  sophisticated  reality 
have  been  shielding  us  from  a  truth 
about  the  violence  against  women 
that  hasn’t  really  changed  over  the 
years.  If  this  is  the  case,  and  we 
have  forgotten  our  fear,  it  is  good 
that  Marlene  Gorris  is  around  to 
remind  us. 

And  it’s  good  that  the  New 
York  Gay  Film  Festival  is  around 
to  keep  us  informed  of  the  work 
international  filmmakers  are  pro¬ 
ducing  about  lesbians.  The  trouble 
is,  these  works  aren’t  enough, 
there  is  a  “NO”  which  has  seeped 
into  lesbian  films;  a  “NO”  to 
joyful  sexuality;  to  seeing 
ourselves  as  whole  people  in  the 
world.  It  is  a  “NO”  that  is  more 
useful  to  the  mainstream  media 
currently  absorbed  in  controlling 
crack  and  “promiscuous  sex” 
than  it  is  to  lesbians  who,  in  the 
1980s,  have  still  not  learned  to  say 
“YES”  to  all  the  ways  of  loving 
women. 


The  Movement  for 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights  Needs  You 

Gays  and  lesbians  nationwide  have  called  for  a  national  March  on  Washington  for  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Rights  on  October  11,  1987.  The  call  comes  in  response  to  increased  violent  attacks 
against  gays  and  lesbians,  the  homophobia  that  increases  with  the  AIDS  crisis,  the  Supreme 
Court  anti-sodomy  ruling  and  the  Massachusetts  anti-gay  foster  care  policy. 

The  March  gives  us  a  chance  to  involve  gays  and  lesbians  in  Boston,  New  England  and 
across  the  country  in  building  a  network  which  can  raise  awareness  about  gay/lesbian 
oppression  and  liberation,  and  can  say  loudly  and  clearly  that  we  will  not  be  pushed  back  into 
the  closet  by  an  increasingly  hostile  social  climate. 

We  Need  You  to  Get  Involved! :::::::::::::::: 


Boston  and  New  England  organizing  meeting 
National  Lesbian  &  Gay  March  on  Washington 

Saturday  March  28th,  1-4  pm 
Piemonte  Room,  Boston  City  Hall  (use  back  entrance) 

•  Meeting  will  include:  “Grassroots  Organizing"  and  “Fundraising"  workshops 

•  Taskforce  meetings 

•  Regional  meeting  _ 


Constituent  Taskforces  you  can  join  in  Boston: 


Logistical  Taskforces  in  Boston: 


Students/Youth 

Religious 

People  With  AIDS 

Bars/Businesses 

Cultural 

Political  Gay  Groups 


Labor 

Athletic 

Communities  of  Color 
Differently-Abled 
Social  Groups/Support  Services 
Multi-Issue  Groups 


Media  (Meeting  starts  at  11am,  before  larger  meeting) 

Fundraising 

Transportation 


People  from  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  Hampshire,  Maine,  Vermont,  and 

Massachusetts  urged  to  attend. 

For  more  information  watch  the  GCN  Calendar,  or  write:  New  England  March  on  Washington  Committee 

104  Charles  Street,  Suite  790,  Boston,  Massachusetts  02114 
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Gay  Men’s  Therapy  Group 

A  new  on-going  general  issues  therapy 
group  is  starting  the  evening  of  Monday, 
April  9th.  For  more  information,  contact 
the  group  leader,  Dr.  Stephen  M.  Brady,  at 
437-9643. 


South  End  Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


•  INDIVIDUAL/ GROUP/ COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


CAREER/JOB  CHANGE 

Graduation-Job  Search _ 

Our  experienced  staff  will  work  with  you 
individually  to: 

•  do  strategic  planning  for  your  marketing 
campaign 

•  develop  an  effective  resume 

•  make  best-fit  comparisons  of  your  offers 

•  assess  your  career  to  date 

Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  information  call  262-9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted. 


^ .  Boston  Danvers 

ITfA  behavior  45  Newbury  St.  5  Elm  St. 

VJCI  associates  262-9166  774-0142 

nr.  Arlington  T 

Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy 


Cambridge 
51  Brattle  St. 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

HIV  Education  and  Testing  Program  • 
General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 
Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  1 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program 
Nutrition  •  Dermatology  • 
Geriatrics  •  Podiatry 


16HavilandSt  •  Boston  • 

by  appointment  only 


267-7573 


266  BEACON  STREET  •  BOSTON,  MA  02116  •  TEL.  (617)  262-6269 

WEIGHT  PROBLEMS 

Robert  Haas  Associates  offers  individual  and  group  therapy  which 
uses  specific  behavioral  interventions  to  help  one  lose  weight.  With  a 
medical  provider  and  psychotherapist  available,  the  therapy  provides 
structure  and  support  to  those  who  have  difficulty  losing  weight,  as 
well  as  a  look  at  deeper  issues  concerning  weight  loss.  RHA  offers 
personalized  therapy  programs  in  a  relaxed,  gay-identified  en¬ 
vironment. 

In  addition,  RHA  provides  task-focused,  short-term  therapy  tor: 
stress-related  illnesses  •  relationship  problems  •  anxiety 
•  shyness  •  depression  •  couples  therapy 

Insurance  accepted  Sliding  fee  scale 


The  Hung  &  the  Restless 


Continued from  page  10 

where  the  gayness  lurks  subtex- 
tually  under  polyurethaned  slick¬ 
ness.  Don’t  we  already  see  enough 
of  the  latter  in  modern  filmmak¬ 
ing?  On  television? 

I  felt  I  saw  more  films  by  gay 
people  than  really  about  gay  peo¬ 
ple  at  this  festival  and  I  was  disap¬ 
pointed  and  frightened  by  this 
phenomenon.  Does  this  mean  that 
as  a  group  we  are  so  conditioned 
by  the  society  we  live  in  that  we  can 
only  accept  ourselves  through  that 
society’s  vision?  Are  we  so  stifled 
and  terrified  and  wrgngly  guilty 
for  what  we  created  as  gay  male  life 
in  the  past,  for  the  sexual  aban¬ 
donment  that  we  used  as  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  freedom,  that  now  in 
the  ’80s  most  of  us  don’t  have  the 
strength  to  believe  that  we  were 
right  about  what  we  did,  no  matter 
what  the  consequences  now?  Do 
we  have  so  little  trust  in  our  own 
voice  that  we  are  now  turning  to  a 
more  homogenous  view  of 
ourselves  in  order  to  purify  what 
we  have  as  lives?  Or  does  it  simply 
mean  that  the  festival  should  be 
retitled  The  1987  New  York  Gay 
Filmmakers  Festival? 

If  I  made  Pink  Narcissus  I’d  re¬ 
main  anonymous  too.  I  have  no 
idea  why  this  film  is  considered  a 
landmark  gay  film  unless  it’s 
because  it  happens  to  be 
notoriously  tedious.  Are  we  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  impressed  by  the  fact 
that  this  film  gains  its  “dreamlike, 
sensual  and  surreal”  quality  from 
being  transferred  from  Super  8  to 
35mm?  I  was  moved  enough  to 
have  an  erection  for  about  three 
seconds  then  went  limp  for  what 
seemed  an  eternity,  I  was 
hallucinating  from  total  boredom 
and,  no  I  will  not  ask  Charles 
Ludlam  if  he  made  this  Film.  I’d  be 
afraid  he  would  say  yes. 

Kenneth  Angers  Magick 
Lantern  Cycle,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  truly  dreamlike,  sensual  and  sur¬ 
real.  He  may  very  well  be  the  most 
important  experimental  filmmaker 
of  his  generation,  but  his  rhetoric 
drives  me  up  a  wall.  His  films  are 
simple  and  brilliant  and  luscious; 
they  don’t  need  the  intellectual 
analyzing  he  heaps  upon  them 
while  claiming  artistic  intuitiveness 
in  their  creation.  Puce  Moment 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


ns 


'uGra^9e 


538-70A7 


Saturday  &  Sunday 
Brunch 

$6.95 

Wednesday  night  — 
all  you  can  eat 

$9.95 


healthy  teeth. . .  they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


The  Terrence  Davies  Trilogy 

was  my  personal  fave  —  a  rum¬ 
mage  through  a  film  star’s  closet, 
then  out  into  that  L.  A.  sunshine  to 
walk  the  dogs.  These  films  seem 
best  suited  to  the  tube  and  a  VCR 
where  you  can  hit  the  pause  button 
whenever  you  feel  like  it  and  take  a 
break.  Maybe  this  guy  invented 
the  music  video.  Thanks,  Ken. 

Chuck  Solomon:  Coming  of 
Age,  by  Marc  Huestis  is  a  film  that 
seems  to  transcend  the  trend  at  the 
festival  to  classify  gay  men  as 
either  being  predominantly  sexually 
oriented  or  emotionally  tortured, 
despite  the  fact  that  it  is  about  a 
man  who  is  being  tortured  by  a 
sexually  transmitted  disease.  The 
film  is  a  documentary  about 
Chuck  Solomon,  actor/director 
with  Theatre  Rhinoceros  in  San 
Francisco.  After  he  lost  his 
brother  and  his  lover  to  AIDS,  he 
was  next.  The  film  centers  around 
Chuck’s  impending  40th  birthday 
party,  planned  by  his  friends  and 
family.  Chuck  talks  about  himself 
and  his  past  freely  with  us,  taking 
great  pride  in  being  a  part  of  the 
gay  revolution,  bringing  us  to  the 
stage  as  human  beings,  coming 
out,  being  out,  of  being  a  part  of 
that  voice  that  was  forcing  the 
world  to  acknowledge  our  ex¬ 
istence.  Amazingly  enough,  the 
film  and  Chuck  himself  convince 
us  that  the  only  real  answer  to 
AIDS  is  the  same  answer.  All  of  us 
have  to  come  out,  it’s  the  only 
defense  right  now.  If  we  find  it  dif¬ 
ficult  to  have  only  safe  sex  and  to 
make  concessions  we  have  to  be 
honest  about  that  and  talk  to  peo¬ 
ple  about  it.  If  we  search  our  legs 
every  night  for  purple  marks 
because  we  are  terrified,  we  have 
to  talk  to  people  about  it.  If  we 
have  AIDS,  we  have  to  try  as  hard 
as  possible  to  make  as  many  emo¬ 
tional  contacts  as  we  can  in 
whatever  time  there  may  be.  We 
cannot  run  away  from  the  disease, 


we  have  to  gather  together  because 
of  it. 

I’m  sure  I  can’t  convince  you 
that  this  Film  left  me  feeling  up, 
but  it  did.  Chuck  Solomon  said 
that  his  AIDS  diagnosis  was  a 
good  thing  because  so  much  love 
and  honesty  blossomed  with  it, 
and  I  believed  him.  He  was  a  very 
well-loved  man  surrounded  by 
friends  and  family  who  respected 
him.  Not  all  of  us  can  expect  that 
much,  but  knowing  it  can  exist  in¬ 
side  such  a  horrible  thing  is  the 
uplifting  factor  in  this  Film.  It 
made  the  whole  disease  easier  to 
think  about  and  approach  —  if  it 
can  be  faced  after  losing  your 
brother  and  your  lover  and  even 
after  your  own  diagnosis  —  then  it 
can  be  faced  in  all  respects.  The 
film  appears  to  have  been  put 
together  quickly  and  has  an  almost 
home-movie  quality  at  times  that 
would  detract  from  any  other  film, 
but  the  amount  of  emotional  cohe¬ 
sion  in  the  content  and  in  the  rela¬ 
tionships  encountered  carries  us 
through  whatever  technical  inade¬ 
quacies  we  encounter.  Chuck 
Solomon  said  he  wasn’t  surprised 
when  they  told  him  he  had  AIDS. 
Would  any  of  us  really  be  surpris¬ 
ed?  It  is  a  question  we  face  every 
moment  and  ignore  just  as  often,  it 
is  a  question  that  hurts  us  deeply 
because  it  makes  dealing  with  all 
the  other  anxieties  in  life  so  much 
more  difficult.  The  only  way  to 
stop  having  unsafe  sex  is  to  realize 
completely  that  it  is  life- 
threatening  —  and  the  only  way  to 
do  that  is  to  face  the  question  day 
after  day,  moment  to  moment. 

As  I  have  already  said,  the  best 
part  of  the  festival  isn’t  the  Films, 
it’s  the  people:  us.  Here  we  are,  we 
are  big  and  strong  and  ready  to 
take  over  a  goddamn  movie 
theater,  line  up  right  there  on 
Eighth  Street  looking  just  like  real 
people  do  on  movie  lines.  Let’s  get 
together  more  often,  organize, 
mobilize,  branch  out  and  be  seen. 
I  hope  that  1988  New  York  Gay 
Film  Festival  can  provide  us  with 
more  insight  on  what  to  do  about 
our  future.  Not  just  provide  us 
with  scenarios  about  the  disease 
itself,  but  about  the  expanding 
concentric  circles  emanating  from 
it  —  exploring  those  limits  and  the 
potential  for  battling/coping  with 
whatever  may  come.  This  is  what 
art  is  for,  that  is  one  part  of  what 
filmmaking  is  about.  You  have  to 
reach  the  people  in  order  to  have 
an  effect  on  them  that  will  change 
the  world.  And  if  you  don’t  want 
to  change  the  world,  well,  there 
must  be  something  wrong  with 
you. 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 

Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 
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PERSONALS _ 

GWF  in  40's  seeks  mature  fern,  woman 
with  an  artistic  penchant  for  friendship. 

I  like  books,  poetry,  foreign  films,  walk- 
ing  and  talking.  Box  191. _ (37) 

FUTURE  MEQABUCKS  WINNER! 

Attr  LF,  25,  seeks  active  LF's  with 
special  sense  of  humor  (or  potential) 
willing  to  risk  it  in  exploring  new 
restraunts  and  sharing  pseudo- 
intellectual  conversation.  Box  185.  (36) 

LF  25,  skeptical  optimist  into  music 
and  figuring  out  what's  wrong  with  my 
car.  Love  my  work  (human  services)  but 
seek  diversion  with  warm  hearted  in¬ 
telligent  dykes.  Interested  in  friends 
and  lovers.  Box  186. _ (36) 

LF  43  5’5",  145  lb.  Prof,  non- 
smok/drnk/drugs.  Like  sports,  books, 
country  music,  socials,  dogs,  looking 
for  Ms.  Right.  Must  be  responsible/ 
secure-send  picture  and  info.  GCN  Box 
187. _  (37) 

LF  35  attr,  fit,  love  travl,  Europe,  esp 
Italy/Greece;  sun,  nature,  gardening, 
dance  music,  casual  fashn  design, 
humr,  astral,  inspiratn,  comunctn.  Sk 
frnds,  Iv.  No  smk/drgs.  Also  :  womyn, 
what  are  your  trvl  needs/wishes?  Net¬ 
working?  It/Gr  this  yr?  Write  Box  189. 
_ (36) 

GOOD  CATCH 

L  27,  works  hard  but  needs  people  too. 
Interests:  music  bicycling, 

photography,  much  more.  Respects: 
honesty,  substance,  communication. 
No  Heavy  drugs/alcohol.  Box  188.  (37) 

LF  35  living  in  the  desert  of  the  heart 
seeks  oasis  in  a  W  of  substance,  beau¬ 
ty,  intellect  and  passion.  Someone  to 
reach  in  and  hang  a  string  of  lights 
around  my  heart.  Box  190. _ (37) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks.  Swimmers.  Athletes.  Outcalls 
in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Also  hiring.  Earn 
$55/hr.  Work  in  any  U.S.  city.)  Call  Scott 
at  215-545-1238. _ (38) 

MOUNT  HOLYOKE  COLLEGE 
LESBIAN  ALUMS 

Network  forming.  Confidentiality 
assured.  Send  SASE,  ideas  to  Donna 
Albino  ’83,  32  Elm  St.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139. _ (C) 

GAY  MEN  AND  LESBIANS 
Do  you  find  yourself  asking:  How  can  I 
meet  sincere,  quality  people  who  share 
my  interests  and  attitudes?  The  answer 
is  BUDDIES,  the  personalized  introduc¬ 
tion  service,  serving  over  3,000  mem¬ 
bers  for  over  5  years  throughout  New 
England.  BUDDIES  is  the  best  alter¬ 
native  for  selective  adults.  Gay  staffed, 
professional,  and  discrete.  Why  wait? 
Call  today!  (603)880-7625. _ (43) 

WANTED!  ELDERLY  UNCUT 
“QUEEN”!!  BLACK/LATIN  OK! 

By:  very  loving  gentle  masculine 
clean/cut  “butch"  male  48,  5'6”,  150#, 
hearing  impaired.  I  seek  love!!  Will  give 
love  &  loyalty  in  return!!  Handicapped 
very  welcome!!  Prison  inmate  welcome 
if  sincere!  Write  Skip:  15723  Vanowen 
St.  #378,  Van  Nuys.CA  91406.  (35) 

Hi.  I'm  Connie  and  I'm  lonely.  Please 
call  me.  1-900-410-3700.  50  •  Toll  first 
minute,  35*each  additional  minute.  (44) 

I  need  someone  to  talk  to.  Call  Pam 
1-900-410-3600.  50‘  Toll  first  minute,  35* 
each  additional  minute. _ (44) 

Hi.  My  name  is  Lisa.  I'm  young  and 
beautiful.  I’d  like  ot  talk  to  you.  Give  me 
a  call  1-900-410-3800.  50‘  Toll  first 
minute,  35*  each  additional  minute.  (44) 

PLAN  NOW  to  spend  Memorial  Day 
Weekend  (May  22-25)  at  CAMPFEST, 
the  comfortable  women’s  music 
festival.  Four  days  of  music  and 
dances.  The  Fabulous  Dyketones,  Max¬ 
ine  Feldman,  Deidre  McCalla,  Lucie 
Blue  Tremblay,  Labrys,  Suede.  A  relax¬ 
ed  and  friendly  atmosphere  in  a  lux¬ 
urious  setting.  Swimming  poool,  tennis 
courts,  lake  fishing,  concert  hall,  indoor 
hot  showers  and  flush  toilets.  Choice 
of  cabin,  tent  space,  RV.  Singles  ac¬ 
tivities.  Craft  marketplace.  Workshops. 
Softball.  Come  be  part  of  the  magic  at 
CAMPFEST  with  meals  included  for 
$28.75  a  day  or  less.  Write  for  brochure. 
P.O.  Box  53430,  Phila.  PA  19105.  (609) 
694-2037.  _ (£0) 

ON  LINE  AND  ACCESSIBLE! 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  has  our 
TTY/TDD  installed  and  ready  for  use! 
We  are  now  accessible  to  the  deaf  and 
hearing  Impaired  community.  Our 
TTY/TDD  number  is  (6)7)  426-0332. 
Typical  GCN  hours  ares’!  0-6t  pm,  M-F. 
Spread  the  word!  (C) 

EDITORIAL  HELP. 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer 
correspondence,  perform  general  office 
tasks.  Time  commitment:  2  hrs  weekly 
minimum.  Weekdays  &  Thurs.  and  Fri. 
nights;  possible  take  home  work.  Call 
Loie,  426-4469.  (C) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

LOW  (OR  NO!)  INTEREST  LOANS: 

In  the  midst  of  moving  expenses,  GCN 
had  to  order  new  (return  address)  mail¬ 
ing  envelopes.  They  cost  $90  per  thou¬ 
sand  for  small  qualities,  and  $40  per 
thous.  for  large  quantities.  We  took  a 
chance  and  ordered  big  —  but  have  to 
pay  within  30  days  (by  April  30!)  We 
need  to  raise  $5,000  which  we  CAN  pay 
back  over  the  next  year.  Can  you  help? 
Please  call  Laurie  at  GCN,  426-4469. 
Thanks!! _ (C) 


HELP  WANTED 

TEMPORARY  WORK  S7.75/HR 

MA  WIC  Program  needs  people  to  work 
Sats  near  Park  St.  T  for  1-2  months. 
Easy  work;  hours  somewhat  flexible. 
Call  Michael,  727-6876/6922  9:30-5.  (35) 
FAMILY  COUNSELOR 
Family  Counselor  for  Lesbian/Gay  Pro¬ 
gram.  Familiar  with  Lesbian/Gay 
lifestyles,  mental  health  issues.  Positin 
will  include  services  to  generic  clients. 
MSW  or  equivalent  and  two  years 
counseling  experience  with  children, 
adolescents  and  families.  Resumes  to 
Family  &  Children  Service,  414  South 
8th  St.  Minneapolis,  MN  55404  EOE.  (36) 

Med  tech  (MT/MLT)  for  non-profit 
feminist  health  ctr  (wel-woman  gyn  & 
1st  tri  abortions).  Hrs  negotiable.  Good 
benefits.  Days.  Send  resume  by  3/23  to: 
Personal  FHC-P  232  Court  St.  Port- 
smouth  NH  03801. _ (35) 

LEGISLATIVE  COORDINATOR,  Mass 
Coalition  for  the  Homeless.  Organize 
leg  campaigns-affordable  housing, 
welfare  rights.  $20,000  +  ben.  Resume 
by  April  15  to  Ellen  Scott  MCH,  34’/2 
Beacon  St.  Boston,  MA  02108. _ (38) 

LIVE— IN  HOUSEKEEPER/ 
maintenance  position  for  women’s 
guesthouse  in  Provincetown.  Long 
season.  Immediate  opening. 
GABRIEL’S.  (617)  487-3232. _ (36) 

PROVINCETOWN 

Part-time  position  available  as  an  ad. 
rep.  for  Gay  Community  News.  High 
commission.  Flex,  sched.  &  friendly 
org.  make  this  a  great  way  to  earn  extra 
$  &  support  your  community  this  spring 
&  summer.  Call  Dan  (617)426-4469  (c) 

PART  TIME  ATTENDANT 
Care  for  dis  feminist  writer.  Hrs.  need¬ 
ed  very  flex,  weekend  am  vital,  others 
avail,  ask.  No  lifting  nec,  but  I  prefer 
those  w/strength  &  balance.  Exp  not 
nec,  will  train,  but  need  reliable  (male 
too!)  feminists.  Call  232-5956  pm.  Let 
phone  ring. _ (C) 


CHIROPRACTIC  OFFICE 


1 


Self-motivated,  take  charge 
individual  needed  F.T., 
M  Tu  W,  10-7,  Fri  9-7,  Sat 
10-2.  Answer  telephone, 
light  typing  and  bookkeep-| 
ling,  assist  Dr.  Relaxed  at¬ 
mosphere;  will  train. 
(Benefits.  Call  232-7200.  (35) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

“A  TOUCH  OF  CLASS” 

Dating  Club  (or  lonely  hearts) 
write  to: 

“D” 

P.O.  Box  693 
North  Adams,  MA  01247 

_ (38) 

TAOIST  CLASSES,  TAI  CHI 

Iron  shirt  chi  kung,  meditation  starting 
March  30,  31st,  April  1.  8  week  classes. 
Marie  Favorito,  623-0947. _ (35) 

SISTERFIRE  IS  BACK! 
Multi-ethnic  festival  of  womens 
culture.  June  27-28  near  Wash.  DC. 
ALICE  WALKER,  SWEET  HONEY  IN 
THE  ROCK,  TRACY  CHAPMAN, 
DANCE  BRIGADE,  NORMA  HELENA 
GADEA,  ODETTA,  ASIAN— AMERICAN 
DANCE  THEATRE,  HOLLY  NEAR,  ALIX 
DOBKIN,  CASTLEBERRY  — DUPREE, 
SPIDERWOMAN  THEATRE  &  more. 
Camping.  Marketplace  for  crafts.  Con¬ 
tact  Roadwork,  1475  Harvard  ST. 
NW.Wash,  DC  20009.  (202)  234-9308.(35) 
WOMEN’S  SOFTBALL  TEAM 
A-Division  women’s  softball  team  look¬ 
ing  for  skilled,  dependable  players  for 
summer  league.  Call  Linda,  776-2705. 

_ (36) 

LESBIAN  FEMINISTS  18-35 

Subjects  needed  for  study  on  body  im¬ 
age.  Fill  out  questionnaire  in  own 
home.  Confidentiality  ensured.  Call 
Kerry  at  (617)  868-2959  and  leave 
messafe  with  address  so  questionnaire 
can  be  mailed  to  you.  (35) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

The  next  gathering  will  be  held  in  the 
Boston  area,  during  the  weekend  of 
March  27th.  We  meet  for  support  &  net¬ 
working  and  welcome  contact  from 
other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of 
Holocaust  Survivors.  A  partners  group 
has  also  been  formed  for  women  who 
are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both 
partners.  For  information,  write  Box 
6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call  (617) 
321-4254. _ (35) 

FLYING  FINGERS  AKA  DATA  ENTRY 
If  you  have  some  time  to  do  data  entry 
for  GCN,  particularily  during  the  day, 
we  have  a  simple  project  that  needs  the 
“special  attention"  only  data  entry  peo¬ 
ple  can  give.  Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469. _ (C) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  is  looking  for  a 
volunteer  to  write  news  notes.  News 
writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Stephanie  at 
426-4469  for  more  info, _ (C) 


HELP  WANTED 


HELP  WANTED 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 


Nurse  Practitioner  F/T:  Challenging  position  for  primary  care  - 
triage/AIDS  research  NP.  Resume  to  Martha  Moon. 


Medical  Assistant  F/T:  Involving  direct  patient  care  and 
clerical/housekeeping  functions.  Must  be  bright  and 
energetic.  No  experience  needed.  Resume  to  Jerry  Feuer,  PA. 


Administrative  Secretary  F/T:  Strong  typing,  word  process¬ 
ing,  organizational  and  writing  skills.  Responsible  for  P/T 
clerical  workers,  Board  communications,  and  office  routines. 
Call  Heather  at  267-7573. 


Full  benefits,  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
FCHC  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 


FEATURES  EDITOR:  Recruit  and  sus¬ 
tain  pool  of  volunteer  writers.  Assign 
and  edit  weekly  feature  articles  and 
calendar  and  monthly  book  review. 
Assist  in  design  of  features  pages; 
responsible  for  lay-out  of  features 
pages.  Requires  writing  and  editing  ex¬ 
perience,  strong  verbal,  organizational 
and  interpersonal  skills  and  ability  to 
work  with  deadlines.  Lay-out  ex¬ 
perience  helpful.  Application  deadline: 
March  27. 

All  positions  require  familiarity  w/gay 
and  lesbian  community;  commitment 
to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism, 
anti-racism  and  collective  decision 
making;  awareness  of  class  issues. 
Salaries  and  benefits  $180/week  and 
fully  paid  health  and  life  insurance, 
sick  time  and  four  weeks'  paid  vaca¬ 
tion.  Each  position  offers  the  staff 
member  responsibility  for  his/her  own 
job,  with  some  flexible  hours  and  am¬ 
ple  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  immediately  to  GCN 
Search  Committee,  Gay  Community 
News,  167  Tremont  Street,  5th  floor, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  par- 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply.  (C) 


COMBINE  BUSINESS  SKILLS 
&  SOCIAL  CHANGE 


Mass  Fair  Share,  a  consumer  advocacy  organiza¬ 
tion  is  searching  for  a  Bookkeeper  Trainee.  If  you 
are  good  with  numbers,  detail  oriented,  organized 
and  assertive  we  will  train  you.  Great  opportunity 
for  a  motivated  person  to  learn  several  areas  of 
bookkeeping.  We  offer  a  friendly,  supportive  work 
environment  and  excellent  benefits.  Experience 
preferred  but  not  necessary.  Send  resume  and 
salary  history  to  Mass  Fair  Share,  20  East  St., 
Boston,  M A  02111.  Attn:  R  Morrissey.  EOE.  (35) 


Design  Director:  Establish  overall 
design  of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the 
layout  and  proofreading  functions  on 
production  night.  Design  (or  assign  to 
volunteer  artists)  front  cover, 
centerspread  artwork/layout,  and  book 
supplement  graphics,  as  well  as  promo¬ 
tional  brochures,  leaflets,  etc. 
Qualifications:  Strong  graphic 
design/art  skills.  Familiarity  with  type 
specifications,  knowledge  of  printing 
techniques  and  previous  related  ex¬ 
perience  preferred. 


PROVINCETOWN 

Part-time  position  available  as  an  ad. 
rep.  for  Gay  Community  News.  High 
commission.  Flex,  sched.  &  friendly 
org.  make  this  a  great  way  to  earn  extra 
$  &  support  your  community  this  spring 
&  summer.  Call  Dan  (617)  426-4469  (c) 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon 
All  ads  are  prepaid 
No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE 


APT.. 

ZIP. 


PHONE  L 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 

Head 
Lines 


Head 

Lines 


Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

X 

.75 

.50 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

X 

TOTAL 

Display (Boxed)Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof; _ x  12.00  =  _ 


TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  = 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 
SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10%  = 
15%  = 
20%  = 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  paymer.t  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 
Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


: 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

2L  seek  3rd  for  Somerville  apt.  2nd  fl, 
sunny.  Looking  for  non-smoker,  21 +  , 
responsible  &  FRIENDLY.  Rent  $285  + 
utils.Call  628-7744  9-3pm  wkdays.  (36) 
Sober  GM  prof  29  seeks  same  to  share 
enormous  apt  w/frplc  in  S.E.  near  Mass 
Ave  &  on  T.  $400  (htd)  +  Vi  utils  &  sec 
dep.  THIS  IS  NOT  A  SEX  AD!  No  drink¬ 
ing  or  drugs.  I  smk  cigs  and  have  a  cat. 
Prefer  12-stepper.  If  intrstd,  call  Dave 
266-8311.  Lvmsg. _ (36) 

ARLINGTON 

Feminist  and/or  lesbian  wanted  for 
lovely  duplex  with  IF,  1M.  Deck, 
fireplace  close  to  pond  and  MBTA.  No 
pets.  646-7968. _ (35) 


LF  32  seeks  2  responsible  F  to  share 
large  3  bdrm  apt  in  JP.  Great  loca¬ 
tion-walk  to  bus  +  pond.  Avail  now! 
Must  like  animals.  Call  Anne,  524-3925. 
Keep  trying. _ (35) 

Frmhm  L  seeks  1/2  L/GM  to  share 
3bdrm  hse  very  close  to  Rt  30,  9  +  tpk. 
Rent/pets  negot.  879-0027.  Leave 
message. _ (35) 

MILFORD  ST. 

Share  4-FI  house  with  3  other  men  April 
thru  August.  All  appliances,  own 
bedroom.  $381/mo  +  utils.  423-1589. 
_ (35) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 
GWF  sks  IF  for  spacious  ,  Ite,  3bdrm 
apt  in  W.  Som.  Conv.  to  buses,  grt  loc. 
Avai  I  3/1  or  4/1 ,  $250  +  .  623-5739  (35) 

JP  LFs  seek  3rd,  beaut  apt,  orange  line. 
Share  food,  chores,  respect.  Drug/smk/ 
alc/pet  free.  267  +  .  Let’s  create  a  home. 
426-9448.  W:  522-2921. _ (35) 

2  LF  and  cat  seek  LF  for  3  BR  apt 
Somerville.  Cozy,  hardwood  floors,  2 
porches.  We  are  friendly,  warm,  respon¬ 
sible  —  seek  same.  Rent  $233  + util. 
For  May  1st.  No  smokers/pets  please. 
Call  Dina/Dianne  623-0310,625-3910. 
_ (35) 

2L  looking  for  you  to  move  to  our  JP 
apt.  Friendly  non-smoking  L’s  en¬ 
couraged  to  call.  524-7184  to  find  out 
more  about  us.  U-pay  $250+  &  move  in 
4 n. _ (35) 

Sunny  Somerville  home.  2  LF's  seek 
3rd.  Available  April  1.  Garden  and  por¬ 
ches.  Near  Davis  Sq.  No  cigs  or  pets. 
Call  625-7435. _ (35) 

APARTMENTS _ 

CHARM,  ANTIQUE,  FARMHOUSE 

Dor  Lwr  Mills,  nr  Milt  &  T.  Duplex  2 
Bdrm,  frpl.lvgrm.  Kitch  w/pantry  & 
micro.  Dnrm,  IVi  baths,  yd.  Plnty  stor 
space.  Avail  for  $1750  + .  298-6340.  (35) 

WINTHROP 
GARDEN  APARTMENT 
Garden  apt  in  2  fam  home  2  br  den  Ir,  dr, 
kit  w /  maid  &  butler  pantries.  Jacuzzi 
bath.  Private  deck.  Oceanview.  Close  to 
T.  Util  incl.  Ref  please.  $1200  mon 
846-9163. _ (35) 

ROOM  FOR  RENT  IN  DORCH 
Large  room  on  second  floor  of  3  fam 
house,  some  furniture.  No  drugs,  ale, 
smoking  or  pets.  $65  wk.  Women  only. 
288-9471, _ (35) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES 
from  $1  (U  repair).  Delinquent  tax  pro¬ 
perty.  Repossessions.  Call 
805-687-6000.  Ext.  GH-1437  for  current 
repo  list. _ (39) 


ORGANIZATIONS 

Wanted,  sincere,  Liberal  singles, 
couples  and  families  who  believe  in 
family  rights,  love  children,  and  support 
freedom  of  thought  and  expression  for 
young  and  old  alike  to  join  association 
of  like-minded  people  newsletter,  no 
membership  fee.  Write  Devine,  828 
Royal  St.  suite  535.  New  Orleans,  LA 
70116. _ (35) 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 

invited  to  paticipate. _ (VI 4.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V14.15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 
_ (VI  4.32) 

PROJECT  TRUTH/FREE  WILL 
Info  packet  on  police  abuse  of  gay 
teens,  and  ways  it  can  be  stopped.  1  yr 
membership  $20.  Info  $2  (for  postage  & 
printing)  to:  Project  TRUTH/Free  Will, 
PO  Box  244,  Paramus,  NJ  07653-0244. 
_ (It?) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 
_  (VI  5.23) 

RESORTS _ 

CHECK'ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECK'ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  park¬ 
ing.  Apartments  also  available.  1  block 
to  bay,  open  year’round.  487-9029,  25 
Winthrop  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657  (46) 

LADY  JANE’S  INN  —  P'TOWN 
Newly  built  &  ideally  located.  Private 
baths  &  spacious  rooms.  Separate  out¬ 
side  entrances.  Free  parking  &  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast.  Common  area  with 
TV  &  VCR.  Tel.  (617)  487-3387  or  write  to 
7  Central  St„  P’town,  MA  02657.  (48) 

MIKE'S  BED  AND  BREAKFAST 
STOCKBRIDGE,  MASSACHUSETTS 
Get  away  from  the  busy  city.  Spend  a 
week  or  weekend  in  the  beautiful 
Berkshires  at  my  B&B.  Walk  to  town, 
short  drive  to  many  cultural  attractions. 
Call  for  rates  and  reservations.  (413) 
298-4095. _ (35) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 
A  special  space  for  women-only. 
Located  in  Vermont's  Green  mts.  Spr¬ 
ing  Holidays  feature  horesback  riding, 
baby  goats,  maple  sugaring,  hiking  and 
more.  OFF  SEASON  rates  begin  April  1 
thru  May  15.  Call  for  brochure 
802-533-7772. _ (38) 

SWEET  CAROLINE 

A  new  women’s  guest  house  right 
around  the  corner  from  Duval  Street  in 
Historic  Key  West.  Patricia  Major,  MD, 
owner.  529  Caroline  Street,  Key  West, 
FL,  33040,  or  call  (305)  296-5173  (38) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184 
522-0826 

_ _ (15.20) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 
MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  +  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move,  Home  +  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037O r  322-7373  Pat 


- - 

JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 


Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

(15.3) 


Gay  Community  News,  March  22-28  1987. 


PUBLICATIONS 

CELEBRITY  CIRCUMCISION 

Thirteen-year  study  lists  cut/uncut . 
status  of  1200  celebrities.  List  and 
newsletters  available.  If  subject  in¬ 
terests  you,  write  Chuck  Thompson, 
POB  691024,  Hollywood,  CA  90069.  (35) 
BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the 
National  coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  an¬ 
nouncements  of  interest  to  the  national 
Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4 
issues)  $10.  To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  930 
F  Street,  NW  no  514,  Wash.,  DC  20004. 
Black/Out:  Because  silence  is  costly. 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (V15.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011,  (ex) 
off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs’  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $1 1/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism,  Spirituality,  and  Politics,” 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues;  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238,  telephone  (61 7)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertain¬ 
ment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus 
timely  sexual  advice  and  news  colums. 
We  are  quarterly,  national,  unique  and 
provacative.  $1 5/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94142. _ (ex) 


SERVICES 


LEARN  SPANISH  THIS  SPRING 
AT  CASA! 

Spring  term  begins  April  1.  Classes  of¬ 
fered  at  all  levels,  in  Cambridge  and 
Jamaica  Plain.  Experienced,  native 
Spanish  speaking  teachers,  and  small 
classes.  For  more  information  and  a 
course  schedule,  call  the  Central 
American  Solidarity  Association  at 
492-8699. _ _ _ (35) 

"TAX  TAMER"  Expert  income  tax 
work  at  reasonable  rates.  Long  or  short 
forms,  6  years  pro  experience  gay  own- 
ed  and  operated.  436-2583. _ (39) 

PiPEUNEClNC^ 

" Plumbing ,  Heating,  Gas  Fitting " 

A  woman  owned/operated  company 
licensed  &  insured 

282-2271 

38) 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care 
•Sports  Medicine 

•Diagnosis  &  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Othce 
Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232  1459 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 

$35 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLAS 

Serving  the  Community  Since 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


MASS  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC  i 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES  ? 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING  * 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED  * 
(617)  739-7832  I 

•  -  -  FPf+EyjQUA  RE 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

— ihiii— wniwHuwunwiiuin1 

Iro  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  ANO  OUT  OF_ 
JpTIISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
■  Alexander  Bert  man.  Prison  Memoirs  ol  arm 
AnarcWalL 

I’d  like  to  hear  from  someone  in  the] 

I  community.  Will  answer  for  sure. 
James  TAYLOR,  W40645,  Box  43,  Nor-| 
folk  MA  02056.  _ 

To  my  penpals  in  KANSAS  state  pen: 
I’ve  ‘lost’  your  addresses.  Please 
write  soon.  To  the  rest  of  you:  I'm  into 
photography,  nude  swimming,  camp¬ 
ing  and  sex.  Charles  Paul  DUNN, 
287584  (B-2-5),  PO  Box  520,  Walla 
Walla  WA  99362. _ 

I  really  enjoy  reading  your  paper.  I  try 
to  keep  to  myself  in  here,  but  I'd  like 
to  write  to  someone  out  there.  Hope 
to  hear  from  you.  Adrian  PRICE, 

|  35588,  Box  2,  Lansing  KS  66043 

I  enjoy  cooking,  the  outdoors  and  all 
kinds  of  music.  Seeking  penpals  out 
I  there  from  the  gay  community  (male 
or  female).  Please  write  soon. 

I  Michael  TRIMBI 
j  sing  KS  66043, 


I  I’m  21,  like  sports,  dancing,  working! 
I  and  am  a  very  caring  person.  I'd  like  I 
I  to  write  to  someone  who’s  not  doing! 
I  time,  please.  Thank  you,  Jackie! 
1  MOORE,  7491,  Muncy  PA  1775€L 


ball,  and  would  like  to  hear  from 
I  someone  (any  age,  etc)  for  friendship 
Peter  FROOKS,  84B1266,  Pouch  1 
Woodbourne  NY  12788. 


which  I  used  to.  Thanks.  Ralph 
BOSSE,  183193,  2400  S.  Sheridan  Rd 
Muskegon  Ml  49442. 


104,  Chillicothe  OH  45601. 


Tall,  Black,  Muscular, 


Box  4000,  Vacaville  CA  95696. 


Ir- 


Lansing  KS  66043. 


KY  40202. 


Intelligent,  attractive, 
hoping  to  find  a  warm-f 
person  interested  in 


Lucasville  OH  45699. 


Box  59,  Rosharon  TX  77583. 


it  about  ‘killed’  them,  and  they  still 


from  in  here,  but  it’s  hard.  Please 
send  me  any  info  you  have  on  con¬ 
tacts  in  Calif,  and  if  someone  wants 
to  write...)!)  Rickey  EGBERT,  20632, 
PO  Box  607,  Carson  City  NV  89702. 


■  Lonely  transsexual,  Black,  late  30s,  ■ 
1  with  positive  attributes,  seks  cor-  ■ 
I  respondence  from  those  who  value  ■ 
1  style,  sophistication,  elegance  and  ■ 
1  creative  humor.  Interested  in  lasting  1 

■  friendship,  metaphysical  relationship  ■ 

■  and  possible  endless  love!  Toni  1 

■  PEARSON,  184-002,  Box  5500,  ■ 
1  Chillicothe  OH  45601. 

■  Brothers  &  Sisters!  Stand  firm.  ■ 
I  Things  could  be  WORSE.  Here  1  sit  in  ■ 
1  the  middle  of  Goat  Roper  Country  1 
1  (Mont.)  My  interests  are  cooking,  1 
1  Egyptology,  writing  and,  of  course,  1 

■  LOVE.  Let  me  hear  from  you.  Please  1 
1  send  SASE  if  possible.  Let's  stand  ■ 

■  together!  Charlie  QUIBELL,  21409,  ■ 

■  700  Conley  Lake  Rd,  Deer  Lodge  MT  ■ 

■  59722. 

■  Very  lovable,  masculine,  even  hand- ■ 
1  some  (smile)  gay  man  looking  for  1 
1  friendship  and  a  conversation.  Please  1 
I  write.  Perry  BRADSHAW,  Box  137,  1 

■  Tillery  NC  27887 

1  Love  to  write  to  some  of  you  other  1 

■  prison  girls.  Let  me  turn  you  on.  Long  1 

■  brown  hair,  slim,  young,  quick  1 

■  response.  Marshall  WOOD  (Joni),  PO  1 

■  Box  430,  Dillwyn  VA  23936 

ilia 

■  1  am  into  meditation,  reading,  writing,  1 

■  playing  the  clarinet  &  spoons.  Please  I 

■  write  R.  WORKMANN,  002975-(190),  1 

■  PO  Box  1100,  Avon  Park  FL  33825. 

Sexy  Spanish,  27,  love  to  write,  read,! 
M  cook,  travel,  love,  love,  love...  Jose! 
SANCHEZ,  84 A  5905,  Box  149,  Attica! 
NY  14011. 

]■  Bright,  fun,  lonely  gay  male,  with  a! 
,ln  sense  of  humor,  seeking  outside  cor-1 
|  ■  resondence  in  hopes  of  building  a  lov- 1 
ing  relationship.  Thomas  DUNN,  1 
3M  EF-163460,  Star  Rt,  Reidsville  GA 1 
H  30499 

H  1  recently  got  a  letter  from  Cheryl,  a! 
■I  prisoner  in  Muncy  PA,  and  when  1 1 
H  tried  to  respond  1  got  my  letter  back! 
H  saying  "Correspondence  Unauthoriz- 1 
■  ed".  Please  let  her  know  about  this  1 
Ml  and  how  to  get  "authorization.”  John  1 
;■  L.  Sullivan,  154583,  Box  7,  Moberly  1 
MO  65270. 

I'm  into  bike  riding  and  swimming  1 
,Hand  am  looking  for  a  real  down  to  1 
I'M  earth  person  for  writing.  Alberti 
CITRO.  77 A  4091,  Box  B.  Dannemora  1 
m  NY  12929. 

Openly  gay,  passive  as  well  as  active,  1 
male,  very  nice  sensitive  personality,  1 
very  emotional,  passionate  and  broad  1 
minded  would  like  to  correspond  with  1 
gay  men.  Am  into  jazz,  pop,  rock,  1 
h  R&B,  poetry,  plants,  books,  nature  of  1 

n  any  kind,  and  am  ‘marriage  minded’.  1 
1  Michael  PRIMES,  162-229,  Box  45699,  1 

e  Lucasville  OH  45699. 

0  I'd  like  a  copy  of  your  paper  which  1  1 

e  will  pass  around  here.  They  have  me  1 

f  in  segregation  because  of  my  out- 1 
spokenness  against  the  system.  1 
Looking  for  a  feminine  gay  male.  Am  1 
martial  arts  expert,  write  poetry,  and  1 
am  jailhouse  lawyer.  Can  receive  mail  1 
from  other  prisoners  too!  Ernest  M.  1 
YARBRAY,  321234,  Box  16,  Lovelady  1 
TX  75851 

Looking  for  a  friend.  Love  to  cook,  1 
read  and  am  open  minded.  Age  does  1 
not  matter.  Could  use  some  help  with  1 
paper,  pens  and  stamps.  Write  soon.  1 
I’m  lonely  and  horny.  Charles 
DePIERRO,  82A  6068,  Pouch  1,  Wood- 
bourne  NY  12788. 

There's  a  young  brother  here  (21)  suf-  1 
fering  from  some  kind  of  terminal 
cancer  around  his  liver,  but  he  can’t 
]■  get  treatment  (chemotherapy).  He 

■  needs  legal  help  (and  moral  support!) 

1  desperately.  His  body  is  deteriorating 

■  and  he’s  withdrawing  deeper  and 
JH  deeper  into  himself.  He  has  no  family, 
■■only  foster  homes.  He's  a  sweet  guy 
■  ■  and  sure  could  use  some  letters, 

■  stamps  and  legal  advice.  Please  write 

■  Adam  Lee  OSBORN,  40400,  Box  2, 

■  Lansing  KS  66043. 

■  I'm  a  26  yr  old,  Italian-lrish  gay  man 

■  who’s  been  in  here  since  19,  and  final- 

■  ly  am  close  to  being  set  free.  The  pro- 

■  blem  is  1  have  no  friends  to  help  me 

1  find  a  place  and  work  out  there.  I’m  ' 

■  hoping  to  leave  Cal.  Please  if  anyone 

1  understands,  write  Robert  C.  RICE, 

J  C -83352,  Box  686,  Soledad  CA  93960 

CdL€MDhR 


March  21 
to 

April  3 


Janice  Perry,  25  Wednesday 


21  Saturday 

Boston  —  Paint,  nail  and  clean  party  at 
GCN’ s  new  office.  62  Berkeley  St.,  South 
End.  Near  Arlington  and  Dover  T-stops.  All 
day  &  Sun.  Info:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Amethyst  Women’s  Spring 
Fever  Dance.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  9-12PM.  $4 
more  or  less.  Drug-  and  alcohol-free. 
Childcare  provided. 

Boston  —  Two  in  Twenty,  Boston’s  own 
lesbian  soap  opera,  sponsors  Women’s 
Video  Night  to  benefit  the  Saints  Collective. 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  8-1 1:30PM.  $5 
donation.  Info:  524-6058. 

Boston  —  Women’s  Theological  Center  5th 

anniversary  celebration  with  Kate  Rushin, 
poetry,  Paula  Elliott,  jazz,  and  more. 
Children’s  Museum.  6-10PM.  $10-25. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  singles  discuss 
“Do’s  &  Don’ts  of  Dating.’’  DOB.  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8PM.  Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge  —  “The  Normal  Heart,”  by 

Larry  Kramer.  Kennedy  School  of  Govern¬ 
ment.  8PM.  $4  to  benefit  the  Housing 
Assistance  Program  of  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee.  Through  Sun.  Info:  495-1380. 

22  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  Potluck  brunch  with  Cam¬ 
bridge  Lesbian  Neighbors.  Noon.  All 
women  welcome.  Info:  491-3789. 

Cambridge  —  Foreign  Lesbians  to  meet 
over  brunch.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.  12-3PM.  Info:  Chauvette  or  Maria, 
661-6105. 

Worcester  —  “Erection  of  Spring,”  a 

Beantown  Softball  League  fundraiser.  The 
Mailbox.  7-10PM. 

Boston  —  Men’s  support  groups  forming. 
Boston  Men’s  Center,  59  Bay  State  Rd. 
6:30PM,  potluck  supper.  7-9  workshop. 
Free.  Pre-registration:  247-4056  or 
965-9833. 

Boston  —  The  Ionian  Society,  a  group  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men  of  Greek  heritage, 
celebrates  Greek  independence.  Meeting 
and  potluck,  4PM.  Info:  Helena,  625-3172 
or  Stephanie,  894-8363. 

Boston  —  “Alternative  Spirituality”  ser¬ 
vice  by  Unitarian  Universalist  Gays  and 
Lesbians.  Arlington  Street  Church. 
7:30PM.  Info:  Jay  Deacon,  742-2100  ext. 
256. 

Boston  —  Special  on  Black  gay  men  with 
Tanya  Hart  interviewing  Joe  Beam  and 
Philip  Robinson.  Channel  4,  10AM. 

23  monday 

Boston  —  B.U.  gay/lesbian  student 
discussion:  Politics  and  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Info:  353-9808. 


24  tuesday 

Boston  —  Orientation  for  potential  Support 
Services  Team  volunteers.  AAC,  661 
Boylston  St.  7:30PM.  Info:  437-6200. 

Cambridge  —  WITCH  presents  “Ideology 
and  Social  Change,"  with  Sharon  Welch. 
Episcopal  Divinity  School,  99  Brattle  St. 
8PM.  $5  donation.  Info:  491-3549. 

Boston  —  Legacy,  lesbian/gay  elders  & 
friends,  drop-in.  GLCS,  6  Hamilton  PI. 
11AM-4PM.  Social:  6PM,  Cambridge  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Elders,  15  Pearl  St.  Info: 
425-4907. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  22  and  under. 

DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass  Ave.  8PM.  Info:  661-3633. 

25  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Boston  Bisexual  Men’s  Net¬ 
work  general  meeting.  Old  Camb.  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Sq. 
7:30PM.  Info:  247-6683. 

Cambridge  —  Writer’s  support  group. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30-9:30PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  —  “Say  It  Sister,”  newsmagazine. 
WMBR  88.1  FM.  7-8PM. 

Boston  —  Women  in  Theater  Festival 
presents  Janice  Perry  AKA  Gal  &  Talking 
Band.  Suffolk  Univ.  Theater.  $10-12.  Info: 
720-1988. 

Cambridge  —  “Female  Role  Models,  Past 
and  Present,”  feminist  discussion  group. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  Street,  8PM. 
Open  to  all  women.  Info:  354-8807. 

26  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Liberation. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10PM. 
Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  —  GCN’ s  production  night.  All 

welcome.  Proofreading:  until  8PM.  Paste¬ 
up:  7PM-on.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  “Alternatives  to  the  Modern 
Family:  The  Making  of  a  Homosexual 
Minority  in  the  United  States,  ’  ’  a  lecture  by 
John  D’ Emilio  sponsored  by  Harvard  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Women’s  Studies.  4PM. 
Boylston  Aud.,  Harvard  Yard.  Info: 
495-9199. 

Boston  —  Women  in  Theater  Festival 

presents  Beatrice  Roth,  Bonnie  Hughes 
Nover,  and  Julie  Ince  Thompson.  Suffolk 
Univ.  Theater.  6  &  8PM.  $6-18.  Info: 
720-1880. 

27  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Black  Rose  Lectures 
presents  Charlie  Shively,  “Anarchy  and 
Schizophrenia.”  MIT,  105  Mass.  Ave. 
Rm.  9-150.  8PM.  Free. 

Dorchester  —  Monthly  LEGACY  potluck. 
Cambridge  Elders  Ctr.  6PM.  Info:  Ann 
Maguire,  725-3485. 

Boston  —  AIDS  Action  Committee  presents 
“Psychological  Issues  of  Drug  Protocols.” 
Chapel,  Mass  Mental  Health  Center,  74 
Fenwood  Rd.  7-8:30PM.  Free.  Info: 
437-6400. 

Boston  —  Women  in  Theater  Festival.  Suf¬ 
folk  Univ.  Theater.  Through  the  weekend. 
Info:  720-1988. 

Cambridge  —  Singers  Joyce  Wermont  and 
Beth  Hilton.  Women’s  Center  Coffeehouse, 
46  Pleasant  Street.  7PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

28  Saturday 

Boston  —  GCN  Moving  Party.  All  day  Sat  & 

Sun.  Come  to  167  Tremont  or  62  Berkeley 
St.  Info:  426-4469. 


Boston  —  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  an¬ 
nual  spring  concert  “Rise  Up  Singin’,” 
with  selections  from  Porgy  and  Bess.  Jor¬ 
dan  Hall,  New  England  Conservatory. 
8PM.  $6-10.  Sign  interpreted.  Info: 
536-2412. 

Boston  —  Organizers  meeting  for  les¬ 
bian/gay  March  on  Washington.  Piemonte 
Room,  City  Hall,  Congress  St.  entrance. 
12:30-4:30PM.  Wheelchair  accessible. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  couples  discussion: 

Sexuality  in  Long-term  Relationships.  DOB, 
Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  8PM.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  “poly-Esther,”  by  United  Fruit 
Company  to  benefit  April  25th  Mobilization 
for  Justice  and  Peace.  Emmanuel  Church, 
15  Newbury  St.  $5.  Wheelchair  accessi¬ 
ble.  8PM.  Info:  547-7728. 

Boston  —  “Something  About  The  Women” 
interviews  jazz  vocalist  Semenya  McCord. 
WMFO  91.5  FM.  11AM. 

29  Sunday 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva  gala  celebration  of 
10th  anniversary.  Buffet  lunch,  dancing. 
Uptown  965.  1:30-5PM.  Reservations: 
782-8894. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Neighbors  meet  for  a  casual  brunch. 
Doyle’s  Cafe,  Washington  St.,  new  room, 
rear.  11AM-1PM.  Info:  522-3894. 


Gay  Men’s  Chorus,  28  Saturday 


Boston  —  Metropolitan  Community 
Church,  a  Christian  church  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community,  worship.  131  Cam¬ 
bridge  St.  7PM.  Info:  523-7664. 

Somerville  —  First  meeting/potluck  of 
Somerville  Lesbians  United  Together. 
2PM.  Info:  Kate,  776-4316  or  Sara, 
625-7435. 

Cambridge  —  Monthly  potluck  of  the  new 
Cambridge  Area  GALA.  Expanded 
neighborhood  includes  Somerville,  Med¬ 
ford  and  points  north.  Info:  Michael, 
628-2643  or  Kathryn,  661-6896. 

31  tuesday 

Boston  —  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston 
social  event:  rollerskating.  Spinoff.  Info: 
742-7897. 

2  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Storyteller  Jennifer  Justice. 

Allegra  Coffehouse,  YWCA,  7  Temple  St. 
8PM.  $6.  Info:  547-1378. 


3  friday 


Boston  —  Dance  sponsored  by  the  Boston 
Univ.  lesbian/gay  students.  Backstage, 
George  Sherman  Union,  775  Comm.  Ave. 
8:30PM-12:30AM.  $5/3  students.  Info: 
353-9808. 

Brookline  —  Am  Tikva  Shabbat  service. 

Workmen’s  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St.,  near 
Star  Market  T-stop.  8PM.  Potluck  recep¬ 
tion  follows. 

Boston  —  Gay  People  and  Immigration  Law 
forum.  U-Mass.  Boston,  250  Stuart  Street, 
Room  222.  7:30-9:30PM.  Info:  426-1350. 


Dust.  Directed  by  Marion  Hansel.  With 
Jane  Birkin,  Trevor  Howard,  John  Mat- 
shikiza  and  Nadine  Uwampa.  At  the  Somer¬ 
ville  Theater. 

Dust  is  Marion  Hansel’s  film  adapta¬ 
tion  of  the  J.M.  Coetzee  novel,  From  the 
Heart  of  the  Country.  It  is  the  story  of 
Magda,  a  lonely,  embittered  40-ish 
white  woman  who  tends  to  her  indif¬ 
ferent,  aging  father  on  an  isolated 
sheep  farm  in  Cape  Province,  South 
Africa.  Each  night,  when  her  father 
returns  from  the  fields,  she  brings  him 
his  pipe  and  brandy,  removes  his  boots 
and  draws  his  bath.  Each  night  she  sits 
at  the  table  across  from  him  listening 
to  him  grunting  over  his  mutton  and  po¬ 
tatoes.  We  witness  Magda's  life  from 
her  point  of  view  as  she  shifts  back  and 
forth  between  it  and  her  equally  horrify¬ 
ing  fantasies. 

Eveything  changes  when  Hendrick, 
one  of  the  Black  servants  on  the  farm, 
brings  Anna,  his  new  wife,  to  live  and 
work  with  him  there.  It  becomes  impos¬ 
sible  for  Magda  to  ignore  their  sexuali¬ 
ty  or  her  own.  The  presence  of  the 
young  attractive  couple  fuels  her 
violent,  sexual  fantasies  about  her 
father.  It  becomes  more  and  more  dif¬ 
ficult  to  distinguish  her  imagination 
from  reality.  Does  Magda  finally  kill  her 
father  because  of  his  lust  for  Anna? 
Does  she  bury  him  in  the  dry,  red  clay 
with  her  bare  hands?  Does  she  bring 
Hendrick  to  her  bed  after  he  beats  and 
rapes  her? 

It  is  easy  to  understand  Magda,  but 
difficult  to  sympathize  with  her 
because  she  totally  objectifies  Anna 
and  Hendrick.  They  are  her  last  hope  for 
sex,  love,  and  companionship;  but, 
their  personhood  doesn’t  exist  for  her. 
Even  worse,  she  cannot  acknowledge 
the  power  dynamic  between  white  and 
Black,  servant  and  served,  in  which  she 
participates. 

The  shifts  between  dream  and  reality 
in  the  film  raise  interesting  possib¬ 
ilities  and  questions  about  sex, 
violence,  power  and  powerlessness. 
But,  this  blurring  of  distinctions  bet¬ 
ween  fact  and  fantasy  also  makes  it 
hard  to  connect  emotionally  with  the 
characters.  The  beautiful  cinemato¬ 
graphy,  Hansel’s  painterly  eye  and 
Bergman-like  spareness  work  to  make 
the  film  as  emotionally  barren  as  the 
story  it  represents.  Without  any  strong 
connection  to  Magda,  we  are  left  with 
yet  another  tedious,  grim  portrayal  of  a 
sex-starved,  hysterical  white  spinster 
pushed  over  the  edge  of  sanity  by  her 
crazed  lust  for  the  sensuality  of  Black 
people  and  incestuous  cravings  for  her 
father.  What  should  become  moving, 
remains  trite  and  stereotypical. 

— Kate  Rushin 

United  Fruit  Company. 

Boston’s  hot  fag  street  theater 
group  United  Fruit  Company  will  be 
taking  a  two-month  vacation  from  per¬ 
forming  in  Boston,  but  you’ve  got  one 
more  chance  to  see  them  before  their 
break.  Saturday,  March  28,  is  the 
premiere  of  a  “campy,  one-act 
musical”  called  poly-Esther.  Author 
Abe  Rybeck  describes  poly-Esther  as  a 
"feminist/gay  mask  and  puppet  romp 
which  retells  the  biblical  Book  of 
Esther.  Purim,  the  Jewish  festival  of 
Esther,  is  a  wild,  raucus  celebration 
like  Mardi  Gras,  and  poly-Esther  car¬ 
ries  on  in  that  spirit.” 

Fruit  Company  regulars  Stephen 
Harrington,  Read  Weaver  and  Abe 
Rybeck  will  be  joined  by  special  ir¬ 
regulars  Susan  Hardwicke  and  Michael 
Pouliopoulos.  A  $5  donation  at  the 
door  will  subsidize  low-income  gay  and 
lesbian  participants  in  the  April  25 
Central  America/Southern  Africa 
demonstration  in  Washington,  D.C. 

The  gig  will  be  held  at  Emmanuel 
Church,  15  Newbury  St.,  Boston,  and  is 
wheelchair  accessible.  For  perfor¬ 
mance  information,  call  547-7728. 

— Loie  Hayes 


Calendar  compiled  by  Terri  L.  Rutter 
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